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Among those associated with the effort for reform of

conditions of the Congo, at home and abroad, a widespread

wish has been expressed that a complete record should be

published of the speeches delivered at the Presentation to

Mr. E. D. MOREL on May 29th, 1911 ;
and also of letters

received from influential persons both in this country and on

the Continent, and from natives of West Africa
;

all of whom

desired to associate themselves with the movement

We are of opinion that the occasion was of so unique a

character, both from a national and an international point of

view as to justify the publication of a full account of the

proceedings, along with some letters and public comments in

England and on the Continent.
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MOREL PUBLIC PRESENTATION LUNCHEON,

WHITEHALL ROOMS, HOTEL METROPOLE,

Monday, May 29th,

The Right Hon. The EARL of CROMER in the Chair.

(LoRD CROMER expressed regret <>.t the unavoidable absence of

the BISHOP OF WINCHESTER, who had sent a letter, which he handed

to SIR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE to read to the gathering, and further

expressed regret that M. ANATOLK FRANCE was unable to attend.

Among those who accepted invitations to be present were

the following:

R.W. Adkins, Esq., M.P.
Hon. and Mrs. K. Ajasi, ofLagos.
Rev. C. Angell.

L.Atherley-Jones,Esq.,K.C.,M.P.
A. J. Morton Ball, Esq., Presi-
dent of tlie Stroud Branch of

Congo Reform Association.
Mr. and Mrs Barnes.
Rev. Canon Barnett.
Sir John Barran, M.P.
A. H. Baynes, Esq.
Mr. and Airs. Benjami, of West
Africa.

Mrs. Henry Bell.

Shirley Benn, Esq., M.P.
Sir Henry Hesketh Bell,

Governor ofNortliern Nigeria.
E. N. Bennett, Esq.
George Beer, Esq., ofthe London
News Agency.

*Re.v. Dr. Samuel Bickersteth,
Vicar of Leeds.

Count Blucher.
H. A. Blanch, Esq., Hon. Secre-

tary of the Stroud Branch of
the Congo Reform A ssociation.

His Worship the Mayor of
Birkenhead.

Miss Bowmar.
G. Harold Brabner, Esq., Hon. I

Treasurer ofthe Congo Reform \

Association.

J. R. Brooke, Esq.
Miss E. Buckingham.
Mr. and Mrs. Buncombe.
Sir Percy Bunting, Editor of the

'

Contemporary Revitw."

Lady Bunting.
H. C. Burnett, Esq., Hon. Secre-

tary Hampttead Aux.liary of
the Cango Keforin A ssociation.

Noel Buxton, Esq., M.P.
Travers Buxton, Esq., Secretary
Anti-Slavery and Aborigines
Protection Society.

W. P. Byles, Esq., M.P.
Mr. and Mrs. William Cadbury.
The Right Hon. the Earl of

Cassillis.

Lady Frederick Cavendish.
Rev. Hugh Chapman.
R. C. Chapman, Esc].
Bertram Christian, Esq., Editor
of the "Morning Leader."

M. Rene Claparede, President of
the Swiss Branch of the In-
ternational League for the

Defence of the Cengo Natives.
M. Felicien Challaye, President

ofFrench Branch ofthe Inier-

National League for the De-
fence ofthe Congo Natives.

Stephen Collins, Esq., M.P.
R. B. Cunninghame-Graham,Esq.
Frank Debenham, Esq.
R. E. Dennett, Esq.
J. M. Dent, Esq.
Herr Ludwig Deuss, representing
the Deutche Kongo- Liga.

W. S. Dickie, Esq., Hon. Sec. of
the Bristol Branch ofthe Congo
Reform Association.

W. H. Dickinson, E>q., M.P.
SirArthurand Lady Conan Doyle.

Robert Donald, Esq., Editor of
the "

Daily Chronicle"
Robert Emmett, Esq., of Renter s

Agency.
The Rt. Hon. Alfred Emmott,

P.<\, M.P. Deputy Chairman
of the House of Commons.

Mrs. Alfr-d Emmott.
Mr. and Mrs. A. J. Fontannaz.
Rev. Lawson Forfeitt, of the

Baptist Missionary Society.
F. W. FOK, Esq.
John Galsworthy, Esq.
Rev. H. R Gamble.
A. G. Gardiner, Esq., Editor of

the "Daily News."
Rev. Stephen Gladstone.
C. S. Goldman, Esq., M.P.
Mrs. Goldman.
E. W. M. Grigg, Esq., of tttc

(

" Times."
Mrs. J. R. Green.
R. H Gretton, Esq., London
Editor of the " Manchester
Guariiian"

Alexander Guthrie, Esq., J.P.,
ChairitianLiverfioolAuxiliary
of the Con^o Reform Associa-
tion.

A. J. Rowan Hamilton, Esq.
Mrs. Haringlon.
Captain E. Harrington.
Miss E. G. Harington.
Miss M. N. Harington.
Miss Muriel Harris.
Austin Harrison, Esq.
Anthony Hope Hawkins, Esq.

* Prevented at the last moment from attending.



Accepted invitations (continued.')

F. W. Hirst, Esq., Editor of the
" Economist."

Mrs. John Holt.

Jonathan Holt, Esq.
Godfrey Holt, Esq.
.Miss W. Holt.
Silas K. Hocking, Esq.
Rev. C. Silvester Home, M.P.
Mr. & Mrs. T. W. Hornung
Dr. Claud Horton.
Edward Hughes, Esq., C.C.

James Irvine, Esq.
Rev. J. Johnston, Hon. Secretary
of tht Boltott Branch of the

Congo Reform Association.
Lawrence Jones, Esq.
Picton Jones, Esq.
Dr. J. Scott Keltie.

The Right Hon. Lord Kinnaird.

Rev. T. A. Lacey, ofthe
' ' Church

Times."
Sir W. H. Lever, Bart.

Rev. J. Scott Lidgett, M.A..D.D.
*The Rt. Hon. the Earl of

Lonsdale.
A. H. Loring, Esq., ofthe African

Society.
T. Ramsay Macdonald, Esq., M.P.

George Macmillan, Esq.
Miss Marples.
The Right Hon. the Earl of Mayo.
M. Pierre Mille, President jor
France of the International

League for the Defence of the
Natives of the Congo Basin.

Madame Mille.

H. W. Massingham, Esq,, Editor
of" The Nation."

Mrs. E. D. Morel.

Miss Morel.
The Dowager Lady Monkswell.
H. W. Nevinson, Esq.
*The Rt. Hon. Lord Northbourne.
Sir Edward O'Malley.
Sir Gilbert Parker, M.P.
A. V. Paton, Esq.
Sydney Pawling, Esq.
M. Louis PieYard.

S. J. R. Phillips, Esq., Editor of
the

" Yorkshire Post."
The Ven. Archdeacon Beresford

Potter.

Dr. Prothero.
Dr. A. Rolland Rainy, M.P.
Miss Reynolds.
Miss E. Reynolds.
Miss W. L. Richardson.
R. C. Richardson, Esq.
J. S. Robinson, Esq., C.C.
T. Robinson, Esq., C.C.
Mr. and Mrs. Rothenstein.
Mr.&Mrs. T. J. Cobden Sanderson
Mrs. Schuster.
Mrs. Scully.
Herbert Shaw, Esq., Secretary of
tht Newcastle ChamberofCom-
merce.
Mrs. Herbert Shaw.
A. King Smith, Esq.
Reginald Smith, Esq.
The Right Rev. Bishop Taylor

Smith.
Miss Speir.
Sir Richard and Lady Stapley.
W. T. Stead, Esq., Editor of" Review ofReviews."
Mrs. Stead.
Col. J. G. B. Stopford.

J. St. Loe Strachey, Esq., Editor
ofthe "Spectator."

H. Stuart, Esq. of the African
Society.

F. Swanzy, Esq.
Sir Robert Usher, Bart., Presi-
dent of the Edinburgh Branch
of the Congo Reform Associa-
tion.

Mrs. Venables.
M. Emile Vandervelde, Leader
ofthe Belgian Labour Party.

Madame Vandervelde.
Mr & Mrs. Hanns Vischer.
*Herr Ernst Vohsen.
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Ward.
G. J. Wardle, Esq., M.P.
Fabian Ware, Esq., Editorof the
"
Morning Post."

Mrs. Fabian Ware.
J. Cathcart Wason, Esq., M.P.
Mrs. Cathcart Wason.
J. P. Watson, Esq.
Rev. John Weeks,

Congo Missionary.
Professor Westlake.
Sir George White, M.P.
Robert Whyte, Esq., of tfie

American Presbyterian Mis-

sionary Society (representing
America).

C. E. Wilson, Esq., Secretary of
t)ie Baptist Missionary Society.

A. H. Wood, Esq.
J.y.Woollcombe, Esq. Chairman
Devon Auxiliary of tlie Congo
Reform Association.

Mr and Mrs. Israel Zangwill.
G. B. Zochonis, Esq.

* Prevented at the last moment from attending.

SIR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE then read the following letter

from the BISHOP OF WINCHESTER :

The Bishop of
" My illness has cost me a great deal by preventing me from

Winchester's
presiding at the Morel Luncheon. I rejoice that, in result, the

letter.

Chair will be filled by Lord Cromer, whose person and name are

a guarantee, throughout Europe, ol the genuineness and sig-

nificance of the gathering.

"
But, for myself, I am truly sorry, I should have counted it

as one of the most genuine honours of my life to fill that Chair.

I do not expect ever to have a second quite like it.

" May I explain why I feel this, since you asked me to write

a few words ? It is because I believe Mr. Morel to have done a

hero's work, with a hero's motive and a hero's courage, and across

21(37653



difficulties which make a hero's task never more difficult than in

our complex modern day (Cheers). Every candid and well-informed

man knows now, and public men of all parties agree, that there

had grown up on the Congo, and in its administration, one of those

moral monsters which deface history and laugh in the face the

conscience of mankind. It might easily have gone on unknown :

and even if dimly known behind the veils of distance and dark-

ness, it might easily, even when known, have gone unattacked,

except by some futile words of protest. That it did not do so

was due, and due entirely, to Mr. Morel. I am not ashamed to

believe and say that for a great moral emergency the providence

of God gave us the man. (Cheers.)

" With unswerving zeal Mr. Morel followed up and tracked

out the facts. With incredible patience and unblundering thorough-

ness and skill, without shrinking from the weariness of constant

insistence and repetition, with the untiring use of a pen which cut

like steel through pretences and evasions and falsehoods, he com-

pelled us to hear and understand and judge : he fought his way
through to the attention of the slow but honest conscience of the

nation.

" In doing this, he ran tremendous risks
;
risks of life and of

the means of living, risks of reputation and position, far greater

than are publicly known or can be publicly said. He had

against him enormous material forces, and forces whose moral

unscrupulousness has become a by-word. He had against him,

too, all the weight of inertia, pre-occupation and indifference, in-

ternational and other.

" We ourselves, who applaud him to-day, were watching him

carefully for the signs of the fanatic or the intriguer. Those signs

we never found. (Hear, hear.)
' But instead we learned more and

more to honour the qualities for which Monday's gathering testifies

our respect. We perceived that he not merely described atrocities,

or denounced crimes, but that he kept steadily before him an ideal

sound, practical, truly commercial, but above all really just, of

European conduct to the races of Africa. We saw that his antag-

onism was not to this or that abuse, but to a system which was



in every respect the defiant opposite of what his conscience and

reason taught him to regard as alone possible and tolerable

for the civilised action of Europe to-day.

"
Well, his was a great achievement meeting the moment's

need. But it was, as I believe, one of those achievements which

become part of our permanent moral capital. (Cheers') The world's

battle against slavery is not yet fought out : there is plenty to

teach in that : the forces of cruel and selfish exploitation will not

easily be curbed or trodden under. God grant us Morels from time

to time to fight them, as this one has been fought, not yet, I

fear, to the finish by the friend to whom I desire to join you
and our welcome guests from abroad, in toasting with affection

and honour.

" P.S. May I, through you, offer a special word of respect to

M. Vandervelde, whom I have learned from Mr. Morel to honour."

(Cheers').

LORD CROMER, rising amid cheers, then spoke as follows
" Ladies and Gentlemen : This is a very remarkable gathering

remarkable for the fact that it brings together a number

of people of different nationalities, and also those of very

diverse opinions. I can speak with less confidence in the

case of our foreign guests, because I am less at home with

them, but we are all glad and willing to join together to-day to do

honour to a man who deserves to be honoured, and to co-operate

in that cause which Mr. Morel has taken up so well in the Congo.
I hope such a spirit will always animate British politics. As

regards Mr. Morel himself, I do not think I can add anything

to the eloquent testimony of the Bishop of Winchester. I do

not profess to have always agreed with all the proposals which in

the course of this lengthy controversy, Mr. Morel has from time

to time put forward, but I do recognise this, that of the many
distinguished men who have taken part in Congo reform, Mr.

Morel stands pre-eminent. (Cheers). Mr. Morel has stormed

the citadel, not only of British, but of European opinion. Without

his indomitable energy, without his perseverance, without his dis-

interestedness and his unbounded enthusiasm, it is perhaps open



to considerable doubt whether the reform of the Congo would

have been taken in hand at all. (Cheers*). I have been asked to say

a few words to welcome our foreign guests. I do so with great

pleasure, because my long residence abroad has perhaps given me

special facilities and opportunities of gauging and appreciating

the views held by our neighbours on this subject and other

kindred subjects. Whenever a wave of philanthropy passes over

this country, there are never wanting a certain number of critics

to suggest that behind that philanthropy there lurks some not

altogether disinterested motive, whether of a commercial or

political character. (Laughter). One Continental statesman has

expressed the view that the English are the most emotional people in

Europe, and that opinion was shared by another eminent French

statesman, M. Thiers. This gathering here to-day, and the

numerous letters which have been received from those who have

not been able to attend, prove conclusively that any suspicion

which I have referred to is not harboured by a very large and

representative body of Continental public opinion. (Hear, hear).

I believe a more disinterested movement than this movement for

Congo Reform has never been started in this or any other country.

(Cheers). Many of us hesitated at first to join in the movement

because we thought it was not unlikely that our motives might be

misunderstood, and partly because we were at the outset slow to

believe that the first accounts of the state of affairs in the Congo

could be correct. That hesitation, however, was removed later,

when the course of events showed me, and others, that our duty

as a nation which was in some degree responsible for the Congo

State, was no longer to be silent. I believe I am voicing the

opinion of all Congo Reformers, whether of British or any other

nationality, when I say that throughout the whole of these pro-

ceedings they have been animated by nothing but the most

friendly feelings towards the Belgian people. We are aware of

the history the sad history of the past, on which I need not

dwell. Besides being a good Englishman, I hope I am a good

European, and I am proud of European civilisation, but I

cannot look back on that page of Congo history with any other

feelings than those of shame and remorse. (Hear, hear). At the



same time, we look with sympathy on the endeavours which have

been made to overcome it, and from the moment when the

decisive and wholly beneficial step was taken of transferring the

control of the Congo administration to the Belgian Parliament,

we knew that a new era had dawned. We are well aware that

much remains yet to be done, but at the same time I hope and be-

lieve we may look with a confidence, which I am sure will not be

misplaced, to the Belgian Parliament and the Belgian nation to

complete that work which they have so nobly undertaken. There is

one further word I should like to say before I sit down. I do hope

that the lesson to be learned from recent events in the Congo will

be taken to heart, not only by ourselves, but by all those European
nations who, in whatever degree, have to deal with subject races.

What is that lesson ? To my mind it is perfectly clear. It is, that

whatever may be the case nearer home, I am convinced that

any attempt to combine in the same hands the powers of ad-

ministration and commercial exploitation can only result in

mal-administration on the one hand, and in commercial dis-

appointment on the other. The world has been a good deal led

astray on this point by the astonishing results of one of the most

remarkable experiments in this direction. I need hardly say that

I refer to the Government of India by the East India Company.
I am not going into the merits and demerits of that, but I wish

to point out that that experiment, tried under very different con-

ditions, was only a partial success, and moreover, it is now well

recognised that it was not until the administration of India was

taken over and placed under the direct control of a Crown Depart-

ment that the moral and material welfare of the people of India

itself received adequate attention.

"
I repeat, it has been a great pleasure to me to welcome our

foreign guests this afternoon. For myself, it is a proof that

internationalism, of which I have had a considerable, and some-

times not altogether happy experience, although it may at times

breed rivalries and friction, at other times is capable of producing

that hearty goodwill and mutual respect which are aroused in a

noble cause. I will now ask Mr. Vandervelde to address you.

(Cfero).



M. EMILE VANDERVELDE, who was received with loud and

continued applause, speaking in French, said: " My Lords, Ladies

and Gentlemen, it is with all my heart that I associate myself with

you to render homage to E. D. MOREL, in the name of my country,

which is beginning to do him justice, and in the name of the natives

of the Congo also, to whom he has extended for more than ten years

all the force of his intelligence and heart.

" Among the millions of natives of Central Africa, few

probably have heard his name ; yet, if improved conditions

open out before them to-day, I dare to say that it is to him,

before any other man, that these are due.

"
Undoubtedly MOREL has not been the only one in this

fight, this fierce combat against the new forms of slavery, and,

for me, it will perhaps be the best and most honourable re-

membrance of my life to have been at his side, to have shared

with him in some part the attacks, the outrageous charges, the

calumnies with which he has been deluged. But what we have

been able to do has been very little compared with what he

has done; and, so far as I am concerned, if I have done any-

thing it has been through following his advice and being inspired

by his example. (Cheers).

" MOREL will remember the state of my mind when I first met

him, many years ago. My views of colonial questions were the

views which most Socialists have to-day. I confined myself to

condemning the crimes of capitalistic colonisation, in protesting

against the acquisition by Europeans of territories belonging to

other races, without inquiring for myself whether there could

be, in regard to native races, any policy other than that of the

exploitation of men by men.

" It was MOREL who opened my eyes, who made me realise

what admirable work had been accomplished by France and

England in their West African Protectorates he did not call

them Colonies. It was he who made me understand that the system

established on the Congo by King Leopold II. was not the fatal

result, at the same time as the necessary consequence, of the



development of the tropical regions of the world, but a monstrous

anomaly monstrous as much from the economic as from the

human standpoint. (Cheers.)

" It was he who showed me that it was essential that this

system itself should disappear, by recognising to the natives

their rights in the land, the freedom of their labour, and their

social freedom.

" This work of emancipation is now going well ahead.

Leopold II. is dead and, sad to say, his death in itself sufficed,

even before all the reforms had been accomplished, to lighten

the miserable lot of the unhappy natives. Belgium has assumed

responsibility for the administration of the Congo. The Belgian

Parliament exercises control over it. Reforms have been decreed

which are tending to the establishment therein of a normal

system of rule.

" But for us, nothing will have been done while there

remains something to be accomplished. The great concessions

are not yet abolished. Forced labour persists with, it is true,

modifications in one half of the Congo. If the Belgian Govern-

ment persists in its early resolve, we shall be compelled to

wait until July, 1912, for the reforms to be applied to the

whole territory, and we have several times declared that in

regard to the question of the land, these reforms are in them-

selves insufficient.

" Nevertheless the most difficult task is done. The hour

will soon strike for the complete triumph of our views. And

to-day we salute MOREL as the organiser of victory, the pioneer

workman, he who was already striving while others slept, he

who compelled the blind to see, the deaf to hear, he who has

saved the peoples of the Congo by appealing incessantly, inde-

fatigably to the conscience of the civilised world." (Cheers.)

[The speaker here leaned forward, and, grasping Mr. Morel

by the hand, exclaimed :]
" Thanks in the name of Belgium !

Thanks in the name of the natives!" (Loud Applause.)

LORD CROMER then called upon MR. ALFRED EMMOTT.



The Bight Mr. Emmott said :
" Mr. Chairman, and Ladies and Gentle-

mmott P C
men ^ 's w 't"1 great diffidence that I address this distinguished

M.P. (Deputy- assembly for a moment this afternoon. It is a great pleasure to

me to be here and to take part on this very unique occasion,
the House of J

Commons). The Congo Reform movement has never been, I am thankful

to say, a party movement in the House of Commons. (Cheers.')

It has always received the support of men of every party,

and, therefore, though I must maintain an impartial

position, I feel at liberty to join in this tribute to Mr. MOREL.

I have been asked, as the Chairman was asked, to extend a

cordial welcome to our foreign guests. This is a unique occa-

sion, and I think it is unique in this respect : that for no other

cause, or for no other man could such a meeting have been held

or such a distinguished number of foreigners have been brought

together in London in order to show their appreciation of the

great work for humanity and justice that Mr. MOREL has

done. (Cheers.') It is a tribute to the cause, and it is a

tribute to the man, who, with great ability, noble energy

and entire devotion, self-sacrifice and persistence, has brought

about, what I think I may say with truth, is the great

improvement which we are all glad to welcome in Congo
affairs. But along with his ability and devotion, he has

always combined sound judgment. (Hear, hear.} At the

back of his views upon the Congo question and upon the

relations of European nations with the black races of tropical

Africa, there has always been this thought. He has always

rested upon the idea that there is a right way and a wrong

way to treat the tropical races of Africa. If you treat them

the right way you will have economic success. If you treat

them the wrong way you must march to economic ruin. Right

treatment means peace and prosperity ; wrong treatment, war.

jealousy and untold barbarism. (Hear, hear.)

" It is not simply an English question, or a French or a

Belgian ; it is a European matter and a world-wide question.

(Hear, hear.) We all have solidarity of interest in the treat-

ment of these black races in the right way. It is in this

10



spirit that I bid welcome to our many distinguished foreign

guests. You have heard M. VANDERVELDE. We have also

another distinguished French guest, M. PIERRE MILLE, Presi-

dent for France of the International League for the Defence of

the Congo Natives. We have M. CHALLAYE, President of the

French League; HERR LUDWIG DEUSS, representing the

German League; M. CLAPAREDE, President of the Swiss

League all with the same objects in view. We welcome them

all here to-day, and I am glad they have come to this country
at this particular time for this particular purpose. They happen
to have found us with beautiful summer weather, and they will

realise that sometimes there is sunshine in England. (Laughter.)

They will also realise that while we are a practical nation,

there are moments when we can rise to the heights of idealism

and altruism, and it is because MR. MOREL has shown us the

way to do that that we are glad to meet here to-day to do

him honour. (Cheers.)

Lord CROMER called upon Herr LUDWIG DUESS, representing

the German League for the Defence of the Natives of the Congo
Basin.

" My Lord, Ladies and Gentlemen. As an old friend and

brother-in-arms of Mr. MOREL, in the struggle against the

enormous wrong which has brought all of us here together

Mr. MOREL fighting with Maxim guns, whilst I fought single-

handed to the best of my abilities I say as an old friend and

comrade, I feel great pleasure and satisfaction to be on his day

of honour the bearer of an address to Mr. MOREL which gives

testimony to the feelings existing in wide circles in Germany

(Cheers.) I came here of my own accord (Hear, hear),

but at the same time as the representative of the German Congo

League (Hear, hear), who give expression in the following

manner to their high appreciation of Mr. MOREL and his work,

in words which will meet with the general approval of all

righteous people.

"We are rejoiced to learn that your countrymen are about

to prepare for you, the champion of the welfare of the African



natives, and of international Free Trade in the Congo Basin, a

public tribute of respect and appreciation. The German Congo

League wishes to take advantage of this opportunity to express

to you its gratitude for the encouragement and stimulus it has

received from your untiring efforts. If the people of the Congo,

after years of intolerable slavery, are now looking forward to a

better future, and international law has begun to triumph over

selfish tyranny, you have a prominent share in this change.

Posterity will thank you for having persevered, and for continuing

to persevere in the good cause, in spite of all persecutions and

obstacles, until it has won undisputed victory.

" We believe with you that the Congo Leagues have not

completed their task. In some parts of Africa the remains of

a method of colonisation still prevails which is unworthy of

civilisation and a modern state. Even where the rights of the

natives are safe-guarded, and prosperity seems likely to set in,

circumstances may arise which may lead to a relapse into the

old system of short-sighted and fatal oppression.

" For this reason we hope that you will continue, in future

as you have done in the past, to devote your valuable energies

to the struggle on behalf of the welfare of the native populations,

and that the English Congo League, united with its younger
sisters in other lands, will be found ready for action wherever

it is necessary to protect young, rising, but politically powerless

races against oppression and ruin."

In the name of the German Congo League,

CHRISTIAN VON BORNHAUPT (President).

R. W. SCHREIBER (Vice-President}.
Rev. Dr. WESTERMANN (Secretary).

ERNST VOHSEN (Treasurer).

LUDWIG DEUSS (Chairman).

[Herr LUDWIG DUESS thereupon left his seat and handed

Mr. MOREL an Illuminated Address, amid cheers.]



LORD CROMER then called upon the Rev. C. SILVESTER

HORNE, M.P., representing the Free Churches.

Bev
_ " Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen : I have been

Silvester asked to say a few words on behalf of the Free Churches at

Horne, th js gathering, and I would like at the outset to explain how

sorry we are that Dr. John Clifford is not able to be here

to-day, although he had hoped to be present. (Hear, hear.) He

happens to be in America, and therefore I consented to take

his place, but I am proud of the opportunity of testifying publicly

to the work which Mr. Morel has done and my sincere and

affectionate regard for him personally, and I think in saying

that I am making myself the voice of the Free Churches

throughout this country. But although I am endeavouring to

speak for the Free Churches, I am certain of this, that there are

no dissenters present at this gathering. (Cheers.) We are all

absolutely of one mind. I think Mr. Morel will himself bear

witness that we have tried to stand by him in his difficult fight,

and we are proud to think he has led us so far along the road

to victory. There is one thing I must emphasize, and that is our

. admiration of Mr. Morel's brilliant powers with his pen. He has

been an inspired pamphleteer. When I have read his pamphlets,

I confess I have always felt sorry for the other man. (Laughter,

and hear, hear.) These pamphlets have not only brought

exceedingly sound judgment on the subject, they have, at

the same time, breathed that desire for freedom which have

gained for their author one of the highest places in our

generation. Mr. Morel has represented and saved the

reputation of Europe, the honour of England, and the soul of

the Church. (Hear, hear.) The Chairman has referred to the fact

that the influence of Europe is intended to be a civilising in-

fluence, and I am sure you all agree that this influence is bound to

suffer if Europe uses native races for exploiting them instead of

civilising them. Mr. Morel has stood for the honour of England,
and in pamphlet after pamphlet and in speech after speech, he

has brought home to the conscience and the reason of our states-

men that regard for our treaty obligations which was so neces-

sary. I believe and I think that if the Bishop of Winchester had



been present, he would have agreed that Mr. Morel has in this

matter saved the soul of the Church. The highest which

the Church claims means brotherhood to the lowest in the

world. Mr. Morel has brought us to a right attitude in this

matter. We are each confined to a few words to-day, but our

hearts are very full on this occasion. Let me say now in the

name of all whom I am supposed to represent, that we realise

with pleasure the success that has attended his splendid and heroic

crusade, and we tender him our love, our gratitude, and our

goodwill." (Cheers.)

LORD CROMER then called iipon M. PIERRE MILLE, President

for France of the International League for the defence of the

natives of the Congo Basin.

Monsieur Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, there are friend-
"PlPTT*ft-Ttfill ft

Member of

' smP s which include both respect and admiration. The friendship

the Legion of I have for Morel is of that kind, and, if I am here to-day, it

Honour, etc.
j g to ^aste the jov of a man who sees n jm whom he considers

his instructor, receive at length publicly the homage he has

for so long held for him in his heart. (Hear, Hear).

"
I am very proud publicly to state that if I was the first in

France to denounce the crimes which were being committed in the

Leopoldian Congo, it was because Morel converted me; and I

admit it to my shame that he did not at first succeed. It took

him more than a year of incessant letters, of irrefutable proofs

communicated to me, to convince me of what, after all, was as

clear as daylight viz., that the daily crimes of the Congo were

the result, not of individual madness, but the inevitable con-

sequence of a system whose starting point was the negation of

the most elementary principles of law and humanity. (Hear, hear).

I had not the common sense at first to recognise that freedom of

commerce is as sacred and as indispensable to men as individual

freedom that it is in short identical with the latter and that to

refuse to allow the natives to dispose freely of the products of the

soil conferred upon them by nature, was to reduce them to slavery,



because without profit to themselves they would refuse to work

and would, therefore, be compelled to do so by violence by their

taskmasters.

"
But, once convinced, I began modestly to take my share in

the struggle at Morel's side. I admired his great heart, his

generosity, his disinterestedness, his magnificent energy. And I

have admired, also, the country to which he belongs. In England,
when a man stands up against injustice and crime, you do not

meet with individuals who, acting for I do not know what vile

personal interests, accuse him of being venal. You find still less

in this country idiots to believe in it.

"
It has not been the same in France. To those who denounced

the illegalities of the Dreyfus affair, as to those who denounced

the iniquities committed in the Congo by an unnatural regime, a

system of murder and of blood, the first question that was always

asked, was " How much are you paid ?
" And yet, God knows the

type of men who brought these charges !

"
I salute Morel because he has been the heroic promoter of a

great human work. I salute England because England is, I think,

at the present moment, the only country which possesses a Public

Opinion in colonial affairs. I would add that I console myself a

little with the thought that in the veins of Morel there flows

some French blood." (Cheers).

LORD CROMER then called upon M. FELICIEN CHALLAYE,

President of the French League for the Defence of the Natives

of the Congo Basin.

M. Felicien Ladies and gentlemen, a few weeks ago a dishonest

yc>
journalist, now exposed, brought, in the secrecy of a Parlia-

mentary Commission, the charge against the founders of the

French Congo League, my friend, Pierre Mille and myself, of

being paid by certain British interests. The British interests

in question were represented by our friend E. D. Morel.

Inspired by this journalist, a member of the French Parliament

repeated, a few days afterwards, the same charge in a vague

form from the Tribune of the Chamber.



"
Referring to the conversion of one of us to the cause of

the Congo, he said .
' He became imbued with the spirit ot

Mr. Morel.' The speaker desired to hint the lowest calumny.

There are certain degraded souls which produce degraded thoughts

like a rose-tree produces roses, but, calumny aside, he was right,

was this Deputy ! (Cheers.) If many of us have taken up the cause

of the natives of the Congo, it is indeed because we became

imbued with the spirit of Morel, and not only with his spirit, but

with his intelligence, his strong will, and his whole personality.

The majority of most of us here present might make the same

confession, and in its repetition there would lie a magnificent

homage. (Hear, hear.)

" So far as I was concerned, I was almost entirely ignorant

of the Congo question, when a lucky chance, instigated by Pierre

Mille, caused me to leave for the French Congo as a member of

the mission of M. de Brazza, instructed by the French Govern-

ment to make an enquiry into the state of affairs of that colony.

I remember quite well that it was in the capital of the French

Congo, at Brazzaville, that I read for the first time the writings of

Morel, and as I read them a strong light seemed to electrify my
mind. It suddenly came to me by what powerful links progress,

happiness, and even the preservation of the native races, are inti-

mately bound up with freedom of commerce.

" In the course of the enquiry pursued by the DE Brazza

Mission we became aware of grave abuses perpetrated by the

Concessionaire Companies and by the Administration of the

French Congo. These facts saddened me without very much

astonishing me. It might, it should have been, foreseen that the

system of commercial monopolies necessarily and logically would

bring about all sorts of violence, abuses and crimes.

" Converted by the writings of Morel, I became induced, by his

example, to take part in the struggle for the Congo. The original

character of this struggle has been that it was a struggle of

honesty against dishonour. (Hear, hear.) In all the other political

battles that I know of, the participants are equally honest ; there are

honest men in all parties. But in the fight which we have carried
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out on the Congo question let us dare to say it because it is true

we have had to deal with bandits. First of all the great bandit, King

Leopold King Leopold of the Congo (I do not wish to mix this

matter up with Belgium, which we like) the robber and murderer

King : the robber of numberless millions and murderer of more

than a million people. And then, behind him, all the little

vandals, his imitators, like the dishonest journalist of whom I

spoke at the beginning, who defamed us in secret without daring

to take in public the responsibility of his lying charges.

" What a contrast between the degraded character of our

adversaries and the high and the lofty qualities of our friend

Morel, in whom one does not know what to admire most, the

clear intelligence, the persevering activity, or the generous heart.

I am happy to bring to him the homage of our hearts. I am

happy to bring to him, I say, the homage of France, of the better

France. (Cheers.') The qualities which he has shown in this

struggle are amongst those which are most calculated to impress

the French spirit, such as the centuries have formed it. The

France of St. Louis can salute this apostle of the latest of the

crusades
;
the France of Corneille can exalt his heroism, classic

in its nature ; the France of the Revolution can acclaim this great

revolutionary who has succeeded in suppressing from the map of

the world a State, a tyranny, a despotism the Congo Free State

the most odious of tyrannies, the most abject of despotisms ;

Napoleonic France can applaud the courage which he showed in

this struggle and in this labour ; the France of the Twentieth

Century must admire in him the harmony of the qualities which

appeal to us to-day as the highest of human virtues, the love of

truth and the passion for justice." (Cheers.)

LORD CROMER expressed regret that he must vacate the Chair

owing to a previous engagement, and called upon Sir ARTHUR
CONAN DOYLE to take his place.

SIR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE then called upon MR. FABIAN

WARE, Editor of the Morning Post.

" Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, It is a great honour
Mr. Fabian

Ware. to be allowed to say a few words on behalf of the British



Press as a tribute to Mr. Morel. I owe this to the courage

and foresight of a friend now dead Mr. Oliver Borthwick. Some
six years ago, a few weeks before his death, Mr. Borthwick spoke

to me in the strongest terms, asking me to do what I could

to support Mr. Morel in the great work he was then prosecuting.

(Hear, hear.) At the time I was a Government official in South

Africa where we had our own native problem to deal with, and we

did not listen with too much attention to those who criticised white

methods ; we objected to the views of people seven thousand miles

away, and perhaps Mr. Morel could have found no one more likely

to regard him with suspicion. In dealing with Mr. Morel we

weighed all his words, expecting to find in them the general

attacks which we knew so well to expect. Mr. Morel, however,

came with facts carefully collected, with a grasp of those facts

which showed the intellectual statesman. He stated them without

passion. He never spoke bitterly or whined or complained about

the attacks which were made upon him. (Hear, hear.) Perhaps

the one feature of Mr. Morel's mission which impressed me more

than anything else was his glorious fighting qualities. (Cheers.)

I have been in many a fight, but I have never seen such a fighter.

(Cheers.) He was always calm, always genial, even in moments

of the greatest depression ; always debonnair. There was

something magnificent about the sweep of his sword (cheers},

something to make one proud to defend him from attacks in the

rear from other people if that were necessary. We are all here to

pay our tribute to the work he has done, and to express our hopes

that he may be allowed to complete the great work which he has

in mind for the future. He has now the confidence of so many

great men in so many countries that one can imagine at the next

Hague Conference the Powers might confer together as to what

neglected corner of the globe might next be placed under his

special care. (Hear, hear, and laughter.} There is no position in

diplomacy that Mr. Morel could not fill with distinction. There is

one thing I would like to say : Whether he is allowed to do that

work, or not, whether he continues this fight or starts another, may
I be allowed, in however humble a capacity, to work with him."

(Cheers.}

18



SIR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE then called upon M. RENF'

CLAPAREDE, President of the Swiss League for the Defence of the

Natives of the Congo Basin.

M. Ren<s Lord Cromer, my Lords, Ladies and Gentlemen, The Swiss
Clapar^de.^

Longo League is glad to celebrate to-day, with your countrymen
and delegates of other countiies, this memorable anniversary.

"When you first began the fight, my dear Morel, people

could have known what was then happening in the Congo, but

people did not want to know. Those who knew a little feared

above all to know more. Isolated voices, discouraged by hostile

indifference, were soon silent. Even in 1891 Colonel Williams'

cry had not been listened to. Thus, the Stokes affair, which

unveiled rather suspicious methods, did not bring the results

which might have been expected. Even Sir Charles Dilke's and

Fox Bourne's action did not succeed in arousing the nation from

its general indifference. If such was the apathy in England, you

may guess what complete indifference prevailed everywhere on

the Continent. So more useful than ever became your patient and

secret inquiries in the years 1899 and 1900 and your Hannibal's

oath sworn ten years ago to awake at last public opinion. Certainly

an uninterrupted, energetic and perpetual protest was most

necessary. Our great Swiss thinker, Alexandre Vinet, has well

said :
'

Nothing is granted but to perseverance.' So like your

illustrious predecessors, Wilberforce, Clarkson, William Lloyd

Garrison, Mrs. Beecher-Stowe, you persevered ; and when the

cause we have so much at heart shall triumph one day and it

will triumph the success will be due to your perseverance.

From time to time men must rise out of the indifferent mass to

recall forcibly to their contemporaries such forgotten truths. Dear

friend, you have been, you are one of these men, one of our modern

prophets. People in Europe had forgotten that the black worker's

future as well as the white one's was worthy of everybody's interest.

'There is no respecter of persons,' is written in that old Bible

which some say has made England's greatness. Thanks to

you, that moral truth has been printed in the souls ot the men of

our generation.
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" Thanks be to you also that half a thousand men and women
have risen in Switzerland to remind their countrymen of this

neglected truth. Thus they contribute also to the work you
started. In Switzerland, my dear Morel, you have left many
friends. Allow me to speak for them, and to bring you their

warm and sincere congratulations on the occasion of this great

testimonial so well deserved by your gallant fight of ten years."

(Cheers.)

SIR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE then called upon MR. ROBERT

WHYTE.

i

Mr. Robert MR. ROBERT WHYTE (speaking for America) said :

" Sir

Whyte. ARTHUR, it is my privilege to bring the tribute of the United States

of America to our guest to-day. Fettered, doubtless, by traditional

reluctance to meddle in International Politics, the Government

of the United States has not taken so active a share in the

long Congo struggle as the American people, and doubtless the

Secretary of State himself, had he been free to follow his own

generous impulses, would have desired. But the love of

liberty, and sympathy with the oppressed, are deep and strong

in the great Republic of the West ; and there, as here, the

name of E. D. MOREL is held in honour as the leader in the

fight which is not yet wholly won. (Cheers.)
"

I owe the honour of representing America here to-day to

my connection with one of the great Presbyterian Churches,

which has a mission far inland on the Kasai, and the privilege

gives me the opportunity publicly to acknowledge our indebted-

ness to two of our guests to-day. To Mr. MOREL first
; for

when two of our missionaries well known to many here Dr.

W. M. MORRISON and Dr. SHEPPARD were arraigned at Boma
on a false charge of libel by one of the great Concessionaire

Companies, and were in peril for want of a defender, it was

to Mr. MOREL that I turned for help. And next, to M. VAN-

DERVELDE, who, at great inconvenience and even danger to

himself, and '
all for love and nothing for reward '

(Cheers),

undertook their defence, went out to the Congo, and, with the

eloquence that has charmed us to-day, and the skill of a
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great advocate, and courage all his own, defeated the machina-

tions of unscrupulous and guilty wealth, and won a triumphant

acquittal for our accused and innocent friends. (Cheers.")

"
I refer to this partly that I may pay thus publicly to

these brave men the thanks my Church, and America, owe

them for the defence of their sons ;
but partly, too, because it

gives me an opening to say just a word for men and women
who have not been mentioned to-day, and who are the most

interested of all in the cause which has brought us together

I mean the Christian Missionaries on the Congo field. Know-

ing best of all the horrors of the Leopoldian regime, it was

not to their various Governments that they looked for deliver-

ance. Mr. MOREL was their star, the centre of all their hopes.

And I dare to tell him that nowhere is admiration for him

so keen, nowhere is gratitude to him so intense, as among the

Missionaries of every denomination, of various Nationalities,

who are themselves giving their lives to the people whose cause

Mr. MOREL has championed with such unfailing courage and

such self-forgetting devotion." (Cheers.)

Sir Arthur gJR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE, who was received with loud
Conan Doyle-

cheering, said :

" Ladies and Gentlemen It is my very happy

task, as Secretary of this movement, to make the actual presen-

tation to Mr. MOREL. (Cheers.) Before I proceed to do that

I must read you a passage from a letter which to me is one

of the most remarkable letters the secretary of such a

movement has ever received. It comes from Mr. JOHN HOLT,

the famous Liverpool merchant. He says :

' My difficulty is in knowing the right words to expresss my thoughts.
First of all, I feel the greatest gratitude to God for the gifts that He has

bestowed upon MOREL in specially fitting him for the great work of Congo
Reform. In that gratitude, and as an earnest of it, I am sending a cheque
for ;i,ooo.'

(Applause.}
"

I should be remiss if I did not say how much the

somewhat onerous duties which fall to the lot of the organiser

of such a movement as this have been lightened by the cordial

goodwill and whole-hearted efforts and enthusiasm of all those



with whom I have been brought in contact in connection with

these proceedings. For helping to carry out all the arrange-

ments of this gathering, I must especially express the gratitude

which I owe to Mrs. Green (Cheers) for her splendid assistance

in various directions. My thanks are also due to Mr. A. H.

Wood and to Miss Reynolds for their voluntary assistance.

(Cheers.) It has been one of the most delightful things about

this movement to see the good feeling which has prevailed

and to read the warm letters which have come from all parts.

(Cheers.) From one set of people concerned we have, how-

ever, never heard, and it is from the Congo folk themselves,

for it is one of the odd, and as I think, beautiful features of

this episode, that Mr. MOREL has never seen the people for

whom he has worked so hard, and it is doubtful if they have

ever heard of him. Mr. MOREL has served the natives, but I

must insist on this point : that he has served others as well.

He has served us all deeply. (Cheers.) He, with the little

band of humanitarians, who have largely received their facts

and their inspiration from him, have prevented Europe from

standing absolutely silent and indifferent before the greatest

crime of all the ages. He has appealed to the honour, to the

soul of the white races, and the appeal has not been unans-

wered. He has restored to many of us those beliefs which we

should desire to have; he has helped to reassure many of us

to whom such words as progress, civilisation, and even

Christianity had begun to lose all meaning. Therefore, I say,

that in restoring our faith in the race to which we belong, he

has served us as truly as he has served the down-trodden races

of the Congo.

" And he has done more. He has furnished in his own per-

sonal character the very strongest argument I know of for that

faith to which we all cling, that faith which has received so

many shattering blows, and yet which is the only screen

between us and absolute chaos, that somewhere, somehow,

there is some intelligent beneficent Power outside this world

wielding the affairs of men. (Hear, hear.}



" Some nine or ten years ago, a young man stood forth,

poor and unknown, with no weapon or support save the indigna-

tion and the pity which filled his heart. He declared war, and on

whom ? On one of the most astute and unscrupulous monarchs

of Europe, a man of talent, even a man of genius, if genius ever

turns to sordid ends. He had the power, he had the wealth ; he

had bought the Press. A man who had corrupted public opinion,

and had even corrupted travellers, so that it was impossible to get

at the true facts of the case. He had perverted the facts. It

seemed he was invincible. Year in and year out, the long fight

swayed and it often seemed hopeless, but right was always

winning, and then came the tardy vindication of justice. This

man Mr. Morel powerless and almost alone, simply with right

on his side, succeeded in making that man the King let go his

grip of his prey. When at last the long twenty years of night

which had fallen upon the Congo showed the first streaks of a

spreading dawn soon to widen into day, he realised that he was

succeeding. In all history I know no better example of the

humble agent of good being too powerful for the strong man who
did evil in high places. (Hear, hear.}

"
Originally the idea was to make a presentation to Mr. Morel

only, but we know how in the dark days Mrs. Morel must have

borne her fair share of the gloom and the anxieties with him.

(Hear, hear.} I have now the honour to present Mrs. Morel

with a portrait of her husband, valued at a hundred guineas, the

gift of the artist, Mr. Wm. Rothenstein ;
a jewel ; and to

Mr. Morel, a bronze statuette of a Congo chief, the gift of the

sculptor, Mr. Herbert Ward, and a cheque for 4,000 guineas,

increased from 3,000 guineas since the beginning of the luncheon

by the gift of 1,000 guineas from Mr. John Holt, of Liverpool.

"Let me, in conclusion, wish both Mr. and Mrs. Morel a long
life and a happy one, and remind them both that these gifts

represent the respect and affection of all the subscribers.
"

(Loud

Cheers}"



r. ore .

T^J R> MOREL, w flo OH rising was received with loud and con-

tinuous cheering, all the guests rising, said :
" Sir Arthur Conan

, Doyle, my Lords, Ladies and Gentlemen, I am quite powerless

adequately to express my feelings for all this kindness these

words which have been uttered, these generous gifts, this culmina-

tion of whole-hearted goodwill of which I have for so long been

the honoured recipient." Turning to the Foreign delegates,

Mr. Morel thanked them in the French language, and proceeded :

" Believe me I am very proud, and very humble, and very, very

grateful. Grateful not only for what has been done and for all the

extraordinarily generous things which have been said and which

I feel immeasurably transcend my deserts, but grateful above

all, I think, that I should have retained your confidence all

these years, which have witnessed the exercise of much ingenuity

to misrepresent the work I was trying, with your help, to carry

through.

" As I look round this room I see face after face of men and

women to whom I stand indebted for some act of personal kind-

ness, advice in times of difficulty, support when hard pressed,

encouragement in dark hours, and that constant stimulus to action

which comes from the knowledge that one is trusted. On my
right the courageous Belgian statesman who alone but for one

colleague stood up year after year in the Belgian Chamber facing

unshaken and undismayed the furious clamours of ignorance and

vested interests. (Cheers.} Of one man's part in this movement

I should have liked to have said much. I am precluded from doing

vso. But if he is in this room he will know what is in my heart, and

what I should have wished my lips might utter. Of another man

here present I can say, at least, that but for his succour suddenly

appearing out of a night of blackest perplexity, the Association

would at one time have gone down in a shipwreck of financial

impotence. Here, too, I am glad to see is one of our brave mis-

sionaries, the Rev. John Weeks, the first British missionary to

tire of perpetually ineffective local protests and to place me in pos-

session of his story of human suffering and human cruelty to put

before the world, and whose name, together with those of



Morrison, Scrivener, and John Harris, will ever stand out

prominently in connection with this long fight for justice.

" There are in this room men and women and I would lay the

homage of my affectionate respect at the feet of Mrs. John Richard

Green (Cheers') men and women to whom the cause owes, and

I owe, more than can ever be repaid. Here, too, are distinguished

collaborators who have come all the way from France, Germany and

Switzerland. Their presence touches me most deeply, and it

attests as Lord Cromer has so happily pointed out the catholicity

of interest which this struggle against the recrudescence in modern

trappings of African slavery has generated on the Continent of

Europe, while the kind words of my friend, Mr. Whyte, testify to

the existence of transatlantic sympathies in this movement.

" One thing alone I could have wished which, alas, is denied

me, and that would have been the presence here of a man upon
whom sickness has laid a heavy hand, a tried and trusted friend,

Mr. John Holt, and of three other men whom death has taken

from us, those veteran pioneers of the fight Sir Charles Dilke

and Mr. Fox Bourne, and my old chief, Lord Monkswell, who
carried the flag high and nobly to the last. (Hear, hear.}

" To deny, Sir Arthur, that this campaign has been free from

difficulties, some of which have been touched upon to-day, would

be mere affectation. There were times, indeed, when the odds

seemed insurmountable. To-day there is an immense improve-

ment in the situation. But the struggle is not yet over. The

Upas tree has been cut down, but its roots were tenaciously fixed

in the soil. Until they are all rooted up and flung upon the dust-

heap of forgotten evils we cannot say that our work is fully accom-

plished. (Hear, hear.) So far as my part in it all has been concerned,

and you will forgive me perhaps for this momentary reference, no

man could have done less, and some men would have done more,

with the incentives that I possessed. By my side a counsellor,

guide and helpmeet, who in the darkest days, and some days

seemed very dark, by her example ever spurred me onwards,



whose faith never wavered as mine often did, and upon whose

shoulders, if the word burden may be so much as mentioned in

such a cause, that burden very largely rested my wife. (Cheers.)

11

By my side, or in close touch with me all over the

country, colleagues and helpers in many walks of life, not only

tolerant of what must often have seemed to them intolerable im-

portunities, to say nothing of the trouble caused by having to

decipher a handwriting which apparently I stand alone in con-

sidering excellent (laughter) ,
but ever as kindly in judgment as

they have been continuous in counsel and assistance. Colleagues

and helpers not only of the early days like Mr. and Mrs. Emmott,
those prodigiously difficult early days when we were a mere handful

flinging ourselves against a rampart of corrupting gold, of official

hostility and public apathy colleagues and helpers, who stuck to

me through good report and ill ; but as the years sped on the

colleagues and helpers of later days, like Sir Arthur Conan Doyle,

among many others, whose powerful aid has been so invaluable.

(Hear, hear.}

"
Finally, in the actual management of the Association I have

been, in a double sense, happily spared the necessity of actually

handling the funds of the Association, through the kindness of

Mr. Harold Brabner, who, although a busy professional man him-

self, agreed to act in a purely honorary capacity as Treasurer of

the Association, thereby placing it and myself under a debt of con-

siderable obligation. (Hear, hear.)

"
But, my lords and gentlemen, the significance of this

gathering in a way, as has been said, this unique gathering

lies far deeper than a mere testimony of personal kindliness

to an individual, however delightful to him that may be. In

these great human causes, the individual is an accidental and

temporary influence. He may do his little best. He may make

his little stride upon the stage of human affairs, and then down

rings the curtain.

" The cause it is which is permanent. (Hear, hear.} The

cause it is which is, paramount, and it is in connection with this
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great cause which fundamentally has brought us here to-day, and

its off-shoots, that I would venture to speak for a moment.

" We are all watching to-day the advance the astonishing

advance if we cast our minds back but a few years of a great

ideal which seeks to substitute something more Christian and more

rational than the sword as the arbiter of disputes between various

sections of the white race beginning with two great sister

nations. Some may think its eventual realisation impossible.

Others will feel that its progress is swaying vast, and for the most

part silent masses of men as perhaps they have never been swayed

before, with a common hope and a common longing. None will

deny that the subject has now become one of world-wide discussion,

not among idealists or enthusiasts only, but among practical

statesmen.

" That in itself is a very wonderful thing, and if this wonderful

thing has come about, is it not possible, I would ask, for an actual

understanding to be reached affecting many millions of another

race for whose destinies the white race is responsible, and presenting

infinitely fewer difficulties to realise ?

" Is it not possible, that the growing sense of collective

responsibility among the nations of the West for the peoples of

Tropical Africa, should take on some practical shape ?

" Between the White Nile and Zanzibar, between Zanzibar

and Senegal, between the Sahara and the Gulf of Guinea, lies

that vast belt of Equatorial Africa which must emphatically be

considered the black man's country.

" This enormous region, as large as Europe, has two

peculiarities.

" It is one of the greatest, if not the greatest, storehouse of

vegetable riches in the world. Its people are on the whole, and

taking into account their numbers, the most helpless in the world

in the face of modern engines of coercion.

" Victims for several centuries of the over-sea slave trade,

they are to-day threatened by the same evil in inverted form.

The modern agency does not require, save in one particular and
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shameful case, their shipment to distant lands. It aims at their

enslavement in their own homes, starting from a basis of

confiscation of their land, proceeding to claim the products of

that land and concluding by a claim to dispose of the labour of

the country.

"We have seen these agencies pushed to the full length oi

their logical sequence, at work in the Congo, making a holocaust

of human victims, flinging the country back for a generation.

The long immunity which this process enjoyed on the Congo

brought its inevitable results. The Congo became a forcing

house for the propagation of poisonous seeds, seeds which the

wind carried hither and thither. Our French guests, M. Mille and

M. Challaye know this but too well, for they have been gallantly

striving for years, under Mille's leadership, and latterly with

considerable success, to cut down these growths of error and

disaster in the French Congo. Herr Ludwig Deuss could tell us

that at one time the German Cameroons were similarly menaced.

(Hear, hear.)

" For the time being the evil has been checked, its most

revolting excesses, I hope, altogether destroyed. But it is not

killed, and may be expected to work more subtly in the future. I

do not think as we look around us we can fail to detect a

revival among much material prosperity, perhaps on account of

it of the slave spirit in dealing with coloured races and especially,

perhaps, with the negro. i

"
I suggest then that the time has come when public opinion

should realise the greatness of this tropical African problem, and

should make an effort to bring organised pressure to bear upon
these governments who between them control the destinies of

tropical Africa, with the object ot securing that certain broad lines

of policy be laid down for the government of these vast regions.

I suggest that the time has come when a charter of rights for the

unrepresented millions of the African tropics should be drawn up,

taking into account the vital necessities of their social existence,

and the legitimate needs of their economic expansion not, it is

hardly necessary to add, in a spirit of antagonism to legitimate



forms of European enterprise for that would be folly but to

ensure that such enterprises be conducted, as it is both practical

and essential that they should be, on lines compatible with the

freedom, happiness and prosperity of the native peoples.

"
Twenty-six years ago the Government themselves initiated

an International Conference having these objects in part in view.

But little was then known of tropical Africa, next to nothing

anthropologically of its peoples, of their land, laws and customs,

of the problems of administering them. We have learned a good

deal in the last quarter of a century. These problems have been

brought home, not only to the Governments, but to the free peoples

of Europe. It now rests with these free peoples themselves to

point the way and to take the lead in bringing about another

International Conference, based not upon pious resolutions hiding

political ambitions, but upon practical common sense, upon a

sentiment of responsibility, with the acquired knowledge of what

constitutes for these African peoples, socially, economically, and

humanly, the just and the indispensable.

" There are here to-day Englishmen who have been respon-

sible, who are responsible, and who will become directly or

indirectly responsible for governing millions of black men in the

African tropics. There are leaders of thought here who can

influence, in many ways, great masses of men.

" There are men here from several European countries who
are in a position to impress profoundly the public opinion of their

several States.

" If this thought, clothed in very inadequate language, which

I have ventured to put before you, commended itself, and found

an echo in the minds of the many men of eminence and influence

present here to-day, the cause of human peace, happiness and

progress might be extended to a field where its presence in con-

structive form is very needed. (Cheers.)

"
I thank you once again for all your kindness. May I say for

my wife and myself, that we shall always look back to this day
as one of those recollections and inspirations whose savour can

only depart with life itself." (Loud cheers.)



FOREIGN TRIBUTES.

Dr. E.

Wihnot

Blyden,

Sierra

Leone.

The LagOS Community. "The community of Lagos (Southern

Nigeria) beg most humbly and respectfully to ask that you hand over the small

gift enclosed herein to the Committee appointed to raise a memorial to MR.

E. D. MOREL for his heroic labours to our brethren in the Congo. The said

community are desirous that the amount be presented in their names to Mr. MOREL
as their own contribution whenever you are giving effect to that testimonial.

They believe in the unselfish motive that prompted him in his defence of the

unprotected Congolese. They seize this opportunity to express their appreciation

of the spirit of self sacrifice which, they feel, characterises the man and his work.

Few men only could realise what a difficult task it is to enlighten public opinion

and rouse public feeling against injustice in high places a difficulty which becomes

greater when such championship is on behalf of a weak, despised and down-

trodden people. Mr. MOREL'S services for Africa lie in this direction. It is

their wish that the feeble efforts they have put forth be taken, not as an index

of their estimation of his services, but as an indication of the desire in them to

show their sense of gratitude. They pray that God's blessing may rest on him

and his family, and that his life may be spared to do greater service not only in

the interests of the oppressed natives, but on behalf of humanity at large.

(Signed) :

C. SAPARA WILLIAMS, Member of the Legislative Council, on behalf

of the Educated Christian Community.

CHIEF ASHOGON, for the White Cap Chiefs.

ALMANI IBRAHIM, on behalf of the Mahommedan Community.

The Sierra Leone Community. "Sierra Leone. Friends admirers

congratulations presentation 2gth public appreciation valuable services." (Cable.}

Dr. Blyden wrote : "The Congo Natives are dumb, but there are, as

Africans believe, thousands of the spirits of those who fell victims to the system

which Mr. Morel so persistently and successfully opposed, who to-day surround

him with their benediction and guardianship.

"There were other Englishmen, of course, who fought against the iniquity, but

their blows, heavy and telling as they were, were occasional and intermittent, and

sometimes subsidiary to other activities. But when Mr. Morel came into the field,

nothing could stay or interrupt his efforts when once he had struck.

"
I knew him from the beginning, and I know something of his unquenchable

zeal and irrepressible energy. I, African as I am, sometimes remonstrated with him

as being excessive in his enthusiasm, assuring him that so monstrous an iniquity had

in itself the seeds of its own destruction. He would, with suggestive reticence, reply

quietly,
'
I wish I had your robust faith.'



" The fight upon which he had entered was with him a matter of faith. It was

part of his creed
;
this is the faith that overcometh the world, and he soon brought

to his support men of all creeds and men of no creed. This overpowering hatred of

wrong, this passion for justice and for the rights ofhumanity, dominated and directed

all other interests. Friendship and favour were sacrificed, and he sometimes at the

outset stood alone confronting a forlorn hope. It was pathetic to see how, whatever

international question was discussed, the position in the Congo was always, as even

to this day, brought into view. Everything was made to illustrate his theme. lie

was saturated with it.

"
It is gratifying evidence to the respect with which his efforts were everywhere

regarded and a great tribute to the disinterestedness of his labours that M.

Vandervelde, deputy of the Belgian Parliament, is to be associated in the Presidency

of the Meeting to do him honour."

Mr. Thomas wrote: "The subject to which you have done me the

honour of calling my attention in your letter of April nth, has for many years been

before my mind, viz., Mr. E. D. Morel and his labours for the Congo Natives, and

I have followed his course in the great battle he has so courageously fought in the

cause of oppressed humanity with increasing admiration.

"
It was one of the greatest joys of my life to have the honour of entertaining

Mr. Morel at my house with some friends, when, for a few hours, he touched at

Sierra Leone on his way home, on the 22nd February last, and I am sure that in

that act I voiced the feelings of hundreds of my countrymen.

" We cannot repay Mr. Morel for his self-denying efforts on behalf of our race,

not only the Congoes, but the whole of West Africa."

Heir Ernst Vohsen-, Director of the " Koloniale Rundschau" and

of the Berlin Publishing House " Dietzrich Reimcr" I wished very specially to

lake part in the proceedings in honour of MR. MOREL, in whose work I lake the

deepest interest, and I had hoped to be able to say a few words in public as a

tribute of appreciation and respect to the splendid campaign in the cause of

humanity and justice things quite as indispensable in Africa as in any other

country which he has carried on successfully for so many years. The entire

reform movement in the Belgian Congo, though not yet completely carried

through, has still brought about a great change in the position of the reform

party in Belgium, which now enjoys the sympathy of the King and apparently a

majority in the Parliament. All these results are due in the first instance to

Mr. MOREL, and there can be no doubt that, even though to-day things are not

yet all they should be, if the other nations go on working as you are doing in

England, their efforts, united with those of our Belgian friends, will obtain a

complete success. MOREL'S name will then ever be the one to be quoted in

connection with this successful struggle on behalf of a great cause."



The Comtesse de Brazza. "I admire greatly the perseverance, courage

and energy with which Mr. E. D. MOREL has pursued his work on behalf of

the black race, against European cruelty and oppression in Africa, and I shall

be happy to join those of his friends who are about to give him a public

testimonial as a tribute of appreciation for his noble work on behalf of the Congo

natives. I am sorry to be detained in Algeria, and not to be able to be present

on this occasion."

M- A, J. "Wauters. A telegram expressing sympathy with the object

of the gathering was received from Mr. A. J. Wauters, the editor of " Le Mouveinent

Geographique" the text was unfortunately mislaid.

M. Georges Lorand, of the Belgian Parliament. "I regret very much

not to be able to join M. Vandervelde in paying the well merited homage which

will be given to Mr. Morel on Monday. I need hardly testify to the sentiments of

high esteem in which I hold him for the services he has rendered to the cause of

humanity and civilization, and, despite what has been said in Belgium, to Belgium

herself.
"

Dr. Christ Socin, of Basle. "Hearty congratulations and every good

wish for your gathering." Christ Socin.

EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS RECEIVED FROM PROMINENT
PERSONS UNABLE TO BE PRESENT.

The Lord PrOVOSt of Edinburgh-"! exceedingly regret that it will

be out of my power to be present at the Luncheon on the 2gth inst. to testify

to the great value of the work done by Mr. MOREL, as I have been ordered away
for some time to take a complete rest from all public duty. In these circum-

stances you will understand the pressing cause of my absence which is beyond

my power to control."

The Lord Mayor Of Sheffield. "Exceedingly regret it is impossible

for me to attend the MOREL Testimonial Luncheon on the 2Qth inst., and feel sure

that your Committee will understand that this arises from no want of appreci-

ation either on the part of myself or the city which I represent of the fine work

that Mr. MOREL has done on behalf of civilisation."

The Right Hon. Sir Joseph C. Dimsdale, Bart-, K.C.V.O.
"

I am very sorry that owing to an engagement in the middle of the day on the

2gth inst., I am unable to attend the Lunch to Mr. MOREL, whose work for the

cause of humanity and religion will ever be remembered by many thousands of his

fellow countrymen throughout the world."



The Mayor Of Hull- "Will you please convey to the Committee my
keen disappointment at not being able to be present at the Presentation Luncheon

to Mr. MOREL, only very important local matters prevent me having that pleasure.

. -._ I can unhesitatingly subscribe, on behalf of the citizens of Hull, to the great

work which Mr. MOREL has done, and further say how glad we are that his

valuable services are being recognised in so practical a manner."

The Mayor of Plymouth. "I greatly regret my engagements prevent

me showing by my presence the sympathy my fellow-townsmen and I feel in

Mr. MOREL'S work."

The Mayor of Bournemouth- "
I may say that we in Bournemouth

are keenly sensible of the good work that has been accomplished by Mr. MOREL,

and sincerely trust that his unsparing efforts may be rewarded in what I am

certain would be the most pleasing way to him, a permanently settled and ever

improving outlook in the Congo."

The Mayor of Barrow-in-Furness. "
. . I think Mr. MOREL

deserves not only the thanks of the people of Great Britain but those of the whole

world, as he has fought a battle in the interests of humanity that will have far

reaching effects. ... I wish every success to the function that is being

organised to do honour to Mr. MOREL, and I shall be glad if you will kindly

convey to him my personal regret at my absence."

The Mayor of Huddersfield.- "I feel sure that I am acting in accord

with the feelings of all classes of the inhabitants of the Borough in writing

and expressing their sincere sympathy and hearty concurrence with the objects

which Mr. MOREL and the members of the Congo Reform Association have in

view, and also to express the hope that his and their efforts may meet with the

success which is so much to be desired by all who have the cause of humanity
at heart."

The Archbishop of Canterbury (at the Albert Hall, November

igth, 1909). "To Mr. MOREL this country, and tens of thousands outside this

country, owe a debt of gratitude larger than they can ever repay for strenuous

years of devotion and self-sacrifice on behalf of what is righteous and just and

true."

The Archbishop of York. "
I greatly regret to find that it is impossible

for me to be in London on May 29th. ... I have the greatest possible respect

for the noble persistence with which Mr. MOREL advocated the cause of the

natives of the Congo, in spite of difficulties and disappointments which would

have daunted men of less faith and courage. But I am sorry to say that I find

I am tied by important engagements which I cannot avoid I must
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content myself by expressing the hope that a large number of those who admire

Mr. MOREL'S chivalrous conduct may be more fortunate than I shall be in being

able to be present at the presentation of the Testimonial which he so richly

deserves .... This nation, as well as the people of the Congo, owes a

deep debt of gratitude to Mr. MOREL for the valour, chivalry and persistence

with which he has maintained the cause of justice and humanity in Africa."

The Bishop of London- "
I am very sorry I cannot be present at the

Luncheon to Mr. MOREL on May 29th. I would like to bear testimony to the

good work Mr. MOREL has done for the Congo for so many years."

The Bishop Of Hereford. " I am truly sorry that I cannot be present

at the Luncheon to be given to Mr. MOREL on the 29th. ... I desire

to join you in expressing our grateful sense of the deep debt we owe to him

for his splendid work on behalf of the suffering Congo natives and against a

great iniquity."

The Bishop of Wakefield. "Mr. MOREL has achieved a task of

immense difficulty and delicacy. By his single-minded devotion to the highest

standards of Christian civilisation he has forced not only this country but

others to take account of a state of affairs disgraceful to humanity, which

may almost be described as ' works of darkness.
'

Nothing but a remarkable

combination of insight, tact, tenacity, and above all moral purpose of the

highest order could have laid successful siege to this gigantic system of slavery

and oppression, entrenched as it was in human self-interest and greed. I

only wish I could by my personal presence help to do him a well-deserved

honour."

The Bishop of Liverpool." I much regret that I am unable to be

present at the Luncheon to Mr. E. D. MOREL on May 29th. Important

Diocesan engagements prevent my leaving Liverpool. To Mr. MOREL'S indomit-

able energy and courage is due in no small degree the happier condition of

affairs on the Congo. We can best show our appreciation of his devotion

by supporting his measures of reform until we have positive assurance that they

have been completely carried out."

The Bishop Of Hull- "
I greatly regret that it is quite impossible for me

to be in London on May 29th. I should like to take my humble part in giving

honour where honour is so absolutely due. Coming from the city which is

identified with the name of WILBERFORCE I declare my conviction that Mr.

MOREL'S name will go down to posterity with that of the great emancipator.

He will be known as one who has worked with fearless integrity for the

breaking of cruel yokes and the deliverance of the oppressed.
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The Bishop Of Oxford. "Of Mr. MOREL'S work on behalf of the

Congo, I think, and I shall always think with deep gratitude and deep admiration.

I think that the service which he has rendered by his courage and ability, and

devotion and perseverance, ranks very high indeed amongst the great instances

of public spirit."

The Bishop of Exeter. "I am truly sorry I cannot be present at

the MOREL Presentation Luncheon on May 29th. I have no hesitation in saying

that Mr. MOREL has done a signal service to humanity worthy of unstinted

public recognition."

The Bishop of Tmro. "
I wish it were possible for me to be present

on May 29th, to support the Bishop of Winchester in doing honour to Mr.

MOREL, but unfortunately I cannot leave Cornwall at that time as on that

date I am holding my visitation of the Diocese. All success to your meeting

and honour to a public-spirited and good and brave man."

The Bishop of Newcastle. "It is a matter of much regret to me
that it is impossible for me to be in London on May 29th, so as to be present

at the Luncheon to be given to Mr. E. D. MOREL, whose services for the oppressed

natives of the Congo district I have all along heartily appreciated and admired."

The Bishop of Llandaff. "
I am extremely sorry that it will be quite

impossible for me to attend the function on the 2gth inst. I am in entirely

sympathy with the object in view, and appreciate very highly the noble work

done by, Mr. E. D. MOREL."

The Bishop of Gloucester. "I have a great admiration for Mr.

MOREL'S work in connection with the Congo, and it would have been a pleasure

to me to have been present had it been possible."

The Rector Of Birmingham.
"

I regret that owing to a previous

engagement I am unable to be present. With every good wish in the effort to

honour one to whom so much honour is due."

The Rev. Canon Scott Holland. "You know how all my heart

and sympathy are with Mr. MOREL and his cause, but I am afraid it is impossible

for me to come, as I shall be in the thick of Oxford duties."

Dr. J. Rendel Harris- "
It is with great regret that I find myself

unable to attend the Luncheon in connection with the presentation to Mr.

MOREL. It is not often that we have the opportunity of recognising the

courageous, and, from a social point of view, the apostolical work that has

been going on amongst us. We do not often have the opportunity of studying

such courage and such constancy. Mr. MOREL at least knows that he has
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more admirers and lovers than he is actually introduced to. All over the

country we thank God for him, as one of the men of our time fitted to deal

with open sores whether in Africa or elsewhere."

Rev. Dr. John Clifford.
"

I am sorry to say I shall be leaving for the

States early in May, and so shall be deprived of the great pleasure of being

present at the meeting for the presentation of the Testimonial. It is impossible

to express our immense obligation to Mr. MOREL for his persistent and heroic

devotion to the cause of Congo emancipation and progress."

Rev. J, H. Shakespeare.
"

I am overwhelmed just now with prepara-

tions for our Congress in Philadelphia and for my own departure from England at

the end of the month, and I cannot possibly comply with your request. You know,

however, how deeply I sympathise with the object of the gathering and how much I

should have liked to be present on the occasion to join in this expression of esteem

and gratitude to Mr. Morel for his public services."

Rev. R- J. Campbell.
"

I deeply regret being unable to be present

at the lunch in honour of Mr. MOREL on the 29th inst. The date is unfor-

tunately an impossible one for me. Let me say in a single sentence that I

feel no honour too great for the man who has done what Mr. MOREL has

done in rousing the conscience of Christendom on the question to which he has

devoted his life. It will be an inspiring story for posterity."

Lord Fitzmaurice. "
I would very much like to be present at the

meeting on the 29th, and join in the well-deserved tribute which will then be paid

to Mr. MOREL for his services in the cause of Congo Reform. But, owing to

weak health, I am not able to undertake engagements of this character at present."

Sir Alexander Simpson." I have a great admiration for Mr. MOREL
and his self-sacrificing devotion to the cause of the ill-used natives of the Congo,
and felt it an honour to have him as my guest when he first came to interest my
fellow-citizens of Edinburgh on their behalf."

Sir George Taubman Goldie "
I have unbounded admiration for the

courage, energy and persistence which Mr. MOREL has thrown into his work, and

I am satisfied that his operations have put an end to a large amount of human

suffering."

John Holt, Esq., of Liverpool. "! cannot be piesent with you

on the agth inst., to do honour to our friend MOREL. I consider it is an hot our

to have MOREL amongst us as one of our citizens, and I feel sure that in days

to come Liverpool will look back with pride to the fact that he was once a

Liverpool man. May God bless your meeting."



Sir T. Fowell Buxtoil. "
I regret that engagements throughout the

2gth of May will prevent my taking advantage of your letter informing me of

the Luncheon to be given in honour of Mr. E. D. MOREL on that day. I

would much have liked to have been present and to have expressed my
admiration for the work which Mr. MOREL has done."

Henry Vivian, Esq., M-P. "I regret very much that I am unable

to come to the Luncheon to be held on Monday, May zgih, in recognition of

Mr. E. D. MOREL'S splendid services to the cause of humanity, owing to a

previous pressing engagement."

Philip Snowden, Esq., M.P. "
I regret that I shall not be able

to be present at the Luncheon to Mr. MOREL, who is so worthy of this recog-

nition for his work.

PUBLIC COMMENTS.
Spectator, June 3rd, 1911. "Lord Cromer presided on Monday at the

Luncheon given in honour of Mr. Morel. Lord Cromer said that he did not profess

always to have agreed with Mr. Morel's proposals, but without his unbounded

enthusiasm, indomitable energy, perseverance, and unselfish disinterestedness, it

might be open to doubt whether Congo Reform would ever have been taken seriously
in hand. The Bishop of Winchester, who was unable to be present, wrote to say
that he believed that Mr. Morel had ' done a hero's work with a hero's motive, and
a hero's courage,' but it was reserved for M. Vandervelde, the distinguished Belgian

deputy and leader of the Congo Reform movement in Belgium, to pay Mr. Morel
the greatest tribute of all.

'

It was Mr. Morel,' he said,
' who made me understand

that the system established on the Congo by King Leopold II. was a monstrous

anomaly, monstrous as much from the economic as from the human standpoint.'
Mr. Morel was subsequently presented with his portrait and a cheque for 4,000

guineas. No testimonial in our time has been more richly deserved."

Morning Post, May 30/^, 1911. "The Earl of Cromer yesterday presided
over a luncheon in honour of Mr. Morel, commemorating his work in defence of the

natives of the Congo Free State. If any philanthropist deserves public recognition
and to many it is freely and rightly given none can have a higher claim than Mr.
Morel. For Mr. Morel has fought a splendid and sustained battle against embattled

powers of evil more formidable than can easily be realised. That indomitable

crusader, ill supplied with money, ill supported at first by even enlightened opinion,
took upon himself the exposure of a scandal to conceal which one of the cleverest, one
of the most wealthy, and one of the least scrupulous men in Europe was using all the

resources of high position and vast fortune. Every conceivable difficulty faced Mr.
Morel at the outset of his work, and though time brought devoted followers and

supporters, yet to the end the obstacles to success remained insuperable to any but a

man of undaunted courage, unfailing pertinacity, and sustained enthusiasm. Yester-

day's luncheon brought together a very remarkable gathering, for not only did

Englishmen come to testify their appreciation of Mr. Morel's achievement, but from

Belgium itself, from Germany, France, Switzerland, and the United States of America

delegates came to add their witness to the wonderful work that he has done. His

leadership is recognised throughout the world, not because he has represented the

most powerful society interested in checking the exploitation of the Congo natives,

but simply because he was the best man. Throughout the speeches one dominant
note overmastered all others. Though every speaker had himself given no little time

and toil to the cause that Mr. Morel has championed and still champions, yet the

first thought was of the character of the man, not of the greatness of the cause. From
the simple, forcible tribute of Lord Cromer to the impassioned eloquence of M.
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Vandervelde, in many ways and many phrases the same theme was set forth. To
win the confidence and the admiration of so many different types of men needs

qualities wholly exceptional, and such qualities Mr. Morel possesses. No subject is

more suspect of cant or lends itself more easily to reckless exaggeration or overwrought
sentimentalism than the question of the relations of the white race with the coloured

races over which it rules. Yet Mr. Morel convinced men of hard sanity that the fight
he was waging was strictly a just fight. A master of facts, scrupulously accurate in

every statement, he yet managed to inspire his readers and hearers with a righteous

indignation by the contagion of his burning enthusiasm. His case was prepared with

the minute patience of a lawyer and presented with the force of a zealot. Now that

the death of King Leopold has cleared the path for reform, the sphere of the Congo
no longer allows a full scope for Mr. Morel's qualities, and the thoughts of his friends

turn anxiously to the future, wondering in what way this great and unspent force can
best be used in the service of mankind."

Daily News, May 30^, 1911. "THE TRIBUTE TO MR. MOREL. Few
living workers for humanity have had the happiness of receiving so notable a tribute

from their contemporaries as that paid at the Whitehall Rooms yesterday to Mr. E.

D. Morel. The gathering was strikingly representative non-party, unsectarian,
international. It commemorated not indeed the completion of the Congo reform

campaign, but the wonderful success attained as the result of the efforts put forth by
Mr. Morel and his coadjutors since the iniquities of the Leopoldian regime were first

exposed. The public debt to him does not end with the Congo. He has viewed the

question as something larger than the cleansing of that unhappy region. In his mind
it includes the whole of tropical Africa, and yesterday he took occasion to make an

appeal for an international inquiry having as its aim the laying down of broad principles

upon which in future the relations between the white races and the African people

might be based. The appeal should, and doubtless will, be strongly reinforced.

The problems of race contact have never been so insistent as they are to-day, and the

universal awakening to their gravity and urgency is in itself a hopeful sign."

Daily Chronicle, May 30^/4, 1911. HONOUR TO A HERO. " '
I believe

Mr. Morel to have done a hero's work, with a hero's motive and a hero's courage.'
"

So wrote the Bishop of Winchester in a letter read at the testimonial luncheon to

Mr. Morel yesterday. The Bishop's estimate will be endorsed by all who have

followed the long chapter in modern history which is concerned with the Belgian

Congo. It was Mr. Morel, as his coadjutor, M. Vandervelde, said, who was already

stirring while others slept, and who compelled the blind to see and the deaf to hear.

He cut his way through the complex difficulties of vested interests, of national

prejudice, of capitalist intrigue, by sheer force of principle ;
he conquered the forces

of apathy and indifference by pertinacity and courage. And when the hour of final

triumph comes, it will, we are sure, be Mr. Morel's proudest thought that the power
to which the individual appealed, and which has been too strong for all its enemies,
was the moral conscience of the world."

Manchester Guardian, May ^otA, 1911. Mr. MOREL HONOURED.-
" The luncheon and presentation to Mr,E.D. Morel to-day came perhaps tardily,butit
is a great thing that they have come. As one listened to speaker after speaker, English,

French, Belgian, German, American, Swiss, bearing their necessarily brief testimony to

Mr. Morel's work, it was borne in upon one with extraordinary force that here in our

time England, Europe.and the United States, have been stirred to face a really

complicated question by the untiring determination of one man. The Congo Reform
Association and the corresponding leagues abroad are now so securely based that we
have almost come to take them for granted. It was well that we should be hearing
from the speakers to-day, from Lord Cromer, as from M. Pierre Mille, from

M. Vandervelde as from M. Anatole France (though the latter could not be present
and had to send messages), that for each one of them the turning-point of decision

to join in the efforts for reform of the Congo had been some talk with Mr. Morel,
some particular series of facts produced by Mr. Morel, some suddenly gathered

party at which Mr. Morel spoke. Perhaps it is because it is so incredible that one
man should have set himself against the ramparts of gold and power which im-

prisoned the Congo (as one man put it to-day) that the recognition of Mr. Morel's



work comes late. It is his work, and the gifts to-day the jewel to Mrs. Morel
and the portrait of her husband painted and presented by Mr. Rothenstein, the

bronze statuette of a Congo chief, and the cheque for ^4,000 (of which 1,000
came at the very moment of the luncheon from Mr. John Holt, of Liverpool) are

less recompense to him than the life and vigour of the associations he has set on foot

in so many lands.

"Yet a man is well rewarded whose work is so recognised by other nations

that he has French speeches of honour made to him. It had been striking

enough in its way to hear Lord Cromer's acknowledgment of his conversion on
the subject of the Congo, but it was positively electrifying to have M. Vandervelde's.

In French the sounding enthusiasms can so pile themselves up, and M. Felicien

Challaye, the President of the French League, had a splendid passage, which

began: -'The France of St. Louis can salute to-day the leader of the latest

Crusade. The France of Corneille can salute a hero. The France of the

Revolution can salute the leader of the most humane of revolutions.' Mr. Morel
in returning thanks, pleaded for something greater than has yet been attempted
for a charter drawn up by all the white races in agreement, regulating dealings with

the coloured races, forbidding once for all the combination of administrative and
commercial interests, safeguarding for the native his rights in the soil and the

harvests, and otherwise defining strictly the white man's sphere. It is a noble

prospect to combine with the work that yet remains, as M. Vandervelde admitted,
to be done in the Congo, and this testimonial is evidently not going to slacken

Mr. Morel's energies."

Morning Leader, May^otk, 1911. THE SAVIOUR OF THE CONGO. "It
is not very often that a man's lifework commands immediate attention and respect

beyond the boundaries of his own country. But the feature of the well-deserved

tribute paid to Mr. E. D. Morel yesterday was the international character of the

glowing testimonies given to his untiring zeal and perseverance. Belgians and
Germans joined in appreciation of his devoted endeavours to save from extermina-
tion one of the finest of the African races : and the Bishop of Winchester and
M. Vandervelde united in recognising what is, indeed, the bare truth that the

success so far attained in freeing the Congo from the black shadow of one of the

most ghastly tyrannies that ever disgraced mankind, has been due almost solely to

Mr. Morel's untiring efforts. There is, as Lord Cromer said, still work to be done
in connection with the Congo : and it requires more than ordinary optimism to

share his anticipations of its being done speedily and effectively. But that the

greater part of a great work has been triumphantly accomplished is now undoubted :

and it is Mr. Morel's energy which has achieved that feat in the teeth of a

tremendously powerful ring of vested interests."

Westminster Gazette. May ytth, 1911.
"
Yesterday's presentation to

Mr. E. D. Morel does credit to our humanity. It is a recognition of the indomitable

perseverance of one man in the cause of oppressed nations. Nothing in the history
of philanthropic endeavour presents a parallel to the achievement of Mr. Morel.
Almost single-handed in the beginning, he undertook to wake the conscience of the

world to a great international scandal. A man of strictly limited means, he

organised a campaign against one of the most powerful financial corporations
in existence. For years he seemed to labour in vain. The dark tragedy of the

Congo still went on. But by pen and by voice he made the facts known, and when
they had sunk into the popular imagination the end was near. As Lord Cromer
said in making the presentation,

' A more disinterested movement than that for

Congo reform has never been seen in any country in the world.
' The main credit

for what has been achieved rests with Mr. Morel. That he is not yet satisfied is

natural enough. But the change in the Government of the Congo is a fitting

opportunity to recognise a heroic labour.
"

Evening Standard. May 30/4,1911. LEST WE FORGET. "The public
testimonial to Mr. E. D. Morel achieves the double purpose of honouring a man
whose name posterity will probably couple with Wllberforce's, and of bringing
forward once again the claims of the Congo natives. The worst excesses of those
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responsible for the '

Congo Atrocities
'

have, perhaps, been checked for ever, but
much still remains to be done before justice and freedom reign in the black man's

country as in the white's. Interests are short-lived to-day, and even the remembrance
of those horrors which sent an irrepressible shudder through civilised countries has

begun to fade. The results of a wrong live longer than the memory of it, and this

testimonial will remind us of the part England has played and has yet to play in the

abolition of slavery."

Economist. June yd, 1911. "The irresistible movement of public

opinion on the Congo question was officially emphasised by the belated reforms
of 1910, and, in a sense, still more vividly by the gathering which met last week
at the Hotel Metropole to do honour to Mr. Morel for his strenuous and
unselfish labours on behalf of the Congolese. The meeting in a common cause of

men like Lord Cromer and Mr. Silvester Home, of Mr. Fabian Ware and the

Chairman of the Belgian Labour Party, M. Vandervelde, was in itself

significant ;
almost more notable, however, was the unanimous tribute paid by

representatives from the greater European nations to a work so difficult and so

hazardous."

Liverpool Echo. May 3\st, 1911. A LIVERPOOL HERO AND HIS
WORK. " Now that the natives of the Congo Free State are about to enjoy a larger
measure of freedom than has been their lot since their country came under the rule

of King Leopold of unhappy memory, it is fitting that the self-denying labours of

Mr. E. D. Morel, honorary secretary of the Congo Reform Association, should

obtain the cordial public recognition that they so well deserve. No one has done
more than he to bring about the happier day that has at length dawned in the

Belgian Congo. He has, in the words of the Bishop of Winchester,
' done a hero's

work with a hero's motive and a hero's courage.' At the gathering held in his

honour in London this week, when he was presented with his portrait and a cheque
for _4,ooo, men of all countries, all creeds, and all parties, united to do honour to

Mr. Morel, to bear testimony to his unselfish labours, to salute him as the leader

of the most humane of revolutions and to congratulate him upon the signal success

that has attended his noble mission carried on against personal calumny and abuse

of the most unscrupulous sort. It required no ordinary courage to continue the

self-imposed task of enlightening the conscience of the civilised world as to the

real nature of Leopold's rule in the Congo its oppressions, its cruelties, its blood-

stained record of slavery and outrage. AH the forces of unscrupulous capitalism
were brought to bear against the Congo Reform Association. Even in Liverpool,
those whose interest it was to maintain the old regime in the Congo State did their

utmost to thwart or to misrepresent Mr. Morel's work, which had at least the merit

of being disinterested. Happily, all the powers arrayed against the forces of

humanitarianism have not prevailed, and the cause of righteousness has triumphed,
as it is always eventually bound to do in a universe governed by moral law. Mr.
Morel has been the means of rousing the moral sense not only of Britain, but also of

the continent of Europe and of America upon the question of the misrule of the

Congo State. He finally convinced even the people of Belgium, whose sympathies
and prejudices were naturally with their Sovereign. No more eloquent testimony
was borne at the gathering in the Whitehall Rooms than that given by the Belgian
statesman M. Vandervelde, who explained that it was Mr. Morel who convinced

the subjects of King Leopold that the Congo policy of that monarch was a

monstrous anomaly, both in an economic and in an ethical sense. This surely was
a unique achievement, testifying not only to Mr. Morel's great force of character,
but also tc She inherent righteousness of the cause he advocated so splendidly.
Lord Cromer did not exaggerate when he said that without Mr. Morel's indomitable

energy, perseverance, disinterestedness, and enthusiasm it was doubtful whether

the reform of the Congo would ever have been seriously taken in hand. Now that

these long-delayed reforms are on the eve of being realised, it is appropriate that

tribute should be paid to the unselfishness of the man who more than any other

has helped to bring about the overthrow of the former system of misgovernment
and wrong.
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Nottingham Daily Express, May 31^. 1911. A MODERN HERO.
"

If a man desires to achieve fame and success one of the most unlikely avenues is

for him to take up the cause of the oppressed coloured nations of the world. He
has to fight tremendous apathy and indifference, if not positive hostility, in awaken-

ing the public conscience of the white peoples, and stands a fair chance of being

put down as a hopeless dreamer or a hare-brained fanatic. Yet this is the nature of

the task to which Mr. E. D. Morel set himself when he took up the Congo Reform

question. Without large means but by dint of boundless energy, enthusiasm, and
unselfishness he has wrought almost alone a heroic work. The story of the

administration in the Congo under the regime of King Leopold has been told too

often to need repetition. In the words of the Bishop of Winchester, there had

grown up in the Congo one of those monsters which deface history and laugh in

the face the conscience of mankind. All that is now a thing of the past. King
Leopold is dead, and the Belgian Parliament, which has taken over the government
of the unhappy region of his atrocities, is pledged up to the hilt to reform. If

forced labour still exists and if there are still evils to be remedied, there is a

reasonable hope that before long Mr. Morel will find his occupation as a Congo
reformer gone. His great work for humanity was fittingly recognised in the

presentation which has just been made to him in the presence of an international

gathering over which Lord Cromer presided. His lordship declared that a more
disinterested movement than that initiated by Mr. Morel has never been seen in any
country in the world. This is the highest praise, and it is true praise. The
recipient of it is a man not yet forty years of age. He has won for himself a place
of honour comparable with that of Clarkson and those who laboured for the

abolition of slavery a century ago. His Belgian coadjutor, M. Vandervelde, has
also gained the deserved gratitude of the friends of human freedom. To fight for

the poor black man's emancipation is to fight everywhere the friends of greed and

oppression, and little as it is regarded, we fear, by large numbers of our own people,
that aspect of the matter should not be forgotten. When the collective conscience

of Europe shall be deaf to the claims of the coloured races, it will be an evil day
for our civilisation."

Nottingham B. Post. May ysth, 1911. It is generally recognised
that the energy and enthusiasm which Mr. Morel threw into his campaign
against the abuses of administration in the Congo State served the cause
of reform very materially. His services in this movement were the subject of

highly eulogistic speeches at the gathering over which Lord Cromer presided in

London yesterday, when Mr. Morel was presented with his portrait and a big

cheque subscribed for by sympathisers in this and other countries. Lord Cromer

spoke warmly of the part taken in the fight for Congo reform by the guest of the

evening, and, in almost identical terms with those employed in the letter of the

Bishop of Winchester, attributed to his efforts in large measure that awakening of

the conscience of the civilised world which made reform not only possible but

inevitable. The international character of the occasion was marked by the presence
of representatives of Belgium, France, Germany, Switzerland, and America, and
M. Vandervelde the Belgian spokesman, expressed a confident hope that the hour

would soon strike for the complete triumph of their views."

Bristol Times-May -ytfh 1911. HONOURING MR. MOREL "The
gathering in London yesterday to do honour to Mr. E. D. Morel, the champion of

the native races of the Congo, was almost international in its character. Mr.
Morel has, as the Bishop of Winchester remarked in a letter, done " a hero's work."

People who have followed the history of that work there are thousands of them
in Bristol and who have noted its ups and downs during many years of effort, will

rejoice that Mr. Morel is now receiving some measure of reward. It is not merely
the 4,ooo-guinea present and the other gifts handed to Mr. and Mrs. Morel yesterday
which constituted the tribute to their long and arduous fight. Mr. Morel has lived

to earn a richer reward in the wiping away of the worst blood-stained horrors from

the Congo region, and in the revulsion of Belgian feeling of which M. Vandervelde

spoke yesterday. From a '

public enemy' Mr. Morel has been transformed by the

best Belgian sentiment into a public benefactor. The transfer of Congo control to

the Belgian people and the change of monarchs on the Belgian throne have hastened



the improvement in the lot of the unhappy Congolese. But without the previous
strenuous agitation before which the late King Leopold was forced to bow, the

reforms could not have ripened as they did. Even now there is very much to be
desired. But the old, horrid blots on humanity and Christianity have gone. No
longer is it possible for hundreds of thousands ef natives to be tortured in blood and
tears in order to pile up wealth for a heartless Royal tyrant and a band of un

scrupulous rubber-exploiters.
" The Earl of Cromer and Sir Arthur Conan Doyle gave eloquent expression

yesterday to the feelings of humane Englishmen in this matter. Those who desired

to bolster up the Congo iniquities used the weapon of national prejudice against the

reformers. So-called literature was scattered broadcast in which British '

hypocrisy
'

was denounced, and charges of British self-seeking were put forward. Lord Cromer
answered all this yesterday by saying that the Congo reformers, British and other,

had had nothing but friendly feelings towards the Belgian people. The disgrace was
not theirs, but that of their late King and his satellites and hirelings. A new era

dawned when the Belgian Parliament superseded the direct regime of the Crown
and the exploiting companies. If the reforms are still incomplete, the old spirit of

callous cruelty no longer holds sway. Lord Cromer draws the wise lesson that the

hands which govern native races should not be the same which draw profit from
their labours. '

Any attempt to combine in the same hands the powers of adminis-

tration and commercial exploitation could only result in mal-administration on the

one hand and in commercial disappointment on the other.' India, as Lord Cromer

showed, offers no real exception to the rule. Nor does Egypt or Rhodesia. The
severance of trading interests from governing is the true line of statesmanship. Sir

Arthur Conan Doyle's eulogy of Mr. Morel's work was worthy of the subject of it

as well as of the popular author himself. For Mr. Morel has not merely done

splendid work before Europe in helping to right a foul wrong. He has done much
to restore men's faith the

'
faith which is the only screen between us and

absolute chaos, that there is some intelligent and beneficent guidance in human
affairs.'

"

Ipswich Star. May jotA, 1911. "HONOURING A CONGO HERO.
With our application of the word hero to Mr. E. D. Morel, of the Congo
Reform Association, who was yesterday honoured with a presentation in London,
we do not think any one (save perhaps the late King Leopold's minions) will

disagree. He may, in fact, also be described as the man who saved the Congo,
for his timely and pertinacious exposure of the horrors of the red rubber industry
in those benighted regions alone prevented the slow but sure murder of millions

of natives by an European State.

"Fortunately Mr. Morel's echo of a persecuted people's wail was caught and
retained in the humanitarian crannies of old England, and other public-spirited
men took up the cry. Fortunately, also, they included such plain-spoken
commonsense men as Sir A. Conan Doyle, who could not be accused of the

taint of crankiness and false sentiment. The Congo gradually became a place
of ill-omen, and its real horrors shocked the Powers into action. The death of

the grasping Monarch of the Belgians simplified matters, and it is probable the

grosser kind of deeds are now prohibited by the State in charge.
" But it is to Mr. Morel we turn to give our thanks, and we are glad a non-

sectarian, non-political Committee have at last shown the nation's gratitude for

partially removing a stain from the records of civilisation, and enabling England
to vindicate its claim to represent the cause of freedom and justice."

Aberdeen Free Press. May y.stt 1911. "The responsibility for the

Congo has now been taken over by the Belgian Government, and there is reason to

believe that the worst abuses which existed under the administration of King
Leopold will cease. Not a little of the credit for this great and beneficent change
belongs to one man, Mr. E. D. Morel, who has devoted his whole energies for so

many years to the work of arousing public opinion and keeping it alive to the

hideous system of oppression and greed which prevailed on the Congo and which

disgraced so abominably the name of European civilisation. Now that amelioration



and reform are within sight, it is fitting that honour should be paid to Mr. Morel,
and this was done on Monday when he was entertained to luncheon in London and
presented with a cheque for 4,000 guineas in recogition of his services. Lord
Cromer presided, and the wide appreciation which is felt for Mr. Morel's work was
shown by the presence of M. Vandervelde, the leader of the Congo reform
movement in Belgium, and of the presidents of the French, Swiss and German
reform leagues. While not professing to agree with Mr. Morel in every detail,
Lord Cromer said that his work stood pre-eminent in the cause of Congo reform,
and it was open to doubt whether reform would ever have been taken in hand
without his unbounded enthusiasm, indomitable energy and perseverance, and
unselfish disinterestedness. Lord Cromer's reasoned and generous tribute was
echoed by other speakers in still more emphatic terms. Mr. Morel thoroughly
deserves this recognition. In seeking to champion the cause of the Congo races,
he had to combat one of the most astute and unscrupulous blackguards in Europe,
and fight an evil power all the more dangerous because it was entrenched in royal

places and fortified by all the influences of greed and gold. The struggle was long,
and it must at times have seemed hopeless. Mr. Morel's courage, however, was
dauntless, and his persistence inexhaustible. He pressed the Congo on the
attention of this country and of Europe, in season and out of season, and he
stimulated a movement which has in the end proved irresistible. The dangers,
however, of which the Congo atrocities were an example, are always liable to recur,
and Mr. Morel, in replying to the gift of his friends, very rightly warned them of

the necessity for constant vigilance and watchfulness. There will always be the

temptation to exploit the native races of Africa for financial profit. Slavery.

though stamped out in the obvious form, will reappear in more subtle shape,
and must be met and crushed. Mr. Morel urges that there should be another
conference of the Powers concerned in Africa, at which the broad lines of policy
should be laid down for the government of the Continent, and a charter of

rights for its unrepresented millions drawn up. This plea deserves the earnest

consideration of our country. The forces making for commercial exploitation of

the tropics are so great, that we cannot be too often or too gravely reminded of our
moral responsibility for these regions and for the races in them.

"

Eastern Daily Press, May ^otA, 1911. "The luncheon given at the

Hotel Metropole, as a tribute to the services rendered by Mr. E. D. Morel on behalf

of the native population of the Congo, was attended by a large and distinguished

company of Englishmen and foreigners. Its success was unqualified, and the

genuineness, fervour and high tone of the oratory was its most arresting characteristic.

Owing to the enforced absence of the Bishop of Winchester, the chair was taken

by Lord Cromer, and the oration of the Bishop, which was sincere and well-

phrased, was read by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. In view of the number of men of

European reputation who were seated at the table, and of the cosmopolitan nature

of the appeal to common justice and humanity, the insistence of Lord Cromer and
Mr. Emmott, the Deputy-Speaker, that the shame of the Congo created a

disinterested and unifying force to sweep it away without distinction of nationality,
was a peculiarly felicitous one. I do not remember ever having heard a more

moving, passionate and fiery testimony than that which was tendered by
M. Vandervelde, Parliamentary Chairman of the Belgian Labour party, to

Mr. Morel. It was curious to see how the strength of his words broke through
the phlegmatic veneer that is supposed to be the coating of the English nation."

Newcastle Journal, May 30^, 1911. Mr. E. D. Morel's work for

the reform of the government of the Congo has been so disinterested and

effective, that it called for national recognition. Such recognition was

ungrudgingly bestowed yesterday, when Mr. Morel received a handsome
testimonial. While Englishmen are seldom charged with failure to honour their

heroes, it frequently happens that they treat with undeserved neglect the men who
take up the task of securing justice for the oppressed races of the earth. We are

glad Mr. Morel has met with a better fate. Though we have not always been able

to approve of all his proposals, particularly when he urged that the British Govern-
ment should take independent action against the Congo State, it must be acknow-

ledged that the reforms brought about have been largely due to his unceasing and
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unselfish efforts. Thanks to the searchlight he turned on the Congo, the old, bad
order is gone, never to return."

Methodist Times, June ist, 1911. TRIBUTE TO MK. MOREL. "The
public luncheon at which Mr. E. D. Morel was entertained on Monday, and the
testimonial that was presented to him, were a unique tribute to his heroic services

in the cause of humanity. To have drawn together such an assembly composed
of the representatives of many nations and of al) parties and of all schools of

thought in this country, is an outstanding testimony to Mr. Morel's magnificent
achievement. The most remarkable thing about the speeches was the wealth of

sincerity and affection that inspired their eloquence. To have called forth such a

letter as that sent by the Bishop of Winchester, who was unable to attend through
a temporary disablement, may well be a cause of thankfulness and satisfaction to

Mr. Morel himself. The sublime courage with which he, an unknown man, rose

up to defy King Leopold, to expose the horrors of the Congo system of

misgovernment, and to strive against all odds till he made all civilisation re-echo

his own noble protest, is a triumph of faith and devotion such as is attained by very
few. As Mr. Silvester Home well said,

' Mr. Morel has vindicated European
civilisation, has redeemed the honour of England, and saved the soul of the

Christian Church.' Nor can we forget the brave and devoted woman who has stood

by his side through all the risks and obloquy of the struggle, always supporting her

husband by her faith and sympathy even in the darkest moments. As Mr. Morel
reminded the audience, the fight for freedom on the Congo is by no means over,

although the victory is in sight. He threw out the striking suggestion that while

the civilised nations are forming leagues of peace, and framing treaties of arbitration,

they should enter into a compact to safeguard the freedom and well-being of the

subject races in Africa and elsewhere. We trust that this humane and statesmanlike

suggestion may bear practical fruit in the near future. Mr. Morel will have the

warmest support of the Churches in advocating this great policy."

British Congregfationalist, /<? ist, 1911. "In another column we

give a special report of the meeting held at the Hotel Metropole, London, on

Monday afternoon, to recognise in a tangible way the heroic work which
Mr. E. D. Morel has done on behalf of the Congo natives, and the magnificent

example of self-sacrificing courage and altruism which he has displayed. The

meeting was a thoroughly representative one, and from beginning to end was
touched with a glow of admiration and enthusiasm which obviously powerfully
affected Mr. Morel himself. As Mr Silvester Home wittily said, there were no
' dissenters

'

at the gathering. All Christians confess that the noblest expression
of their religion is the brotherhood which feels for the oppressed, and that seeks

to bring to them the freedom and justice which are our heritage. The gifts

bestowed were not meant as a reward, but as a recognition by Europe of the

noble work which Mr. Morel has done not only on behalf of the Congo natives

but on behalf of humanity. That work, unhappily, is not yet complete. Belgium
is promising complete reform, but the accursed system founded by King Leopold is

too deeply implicated with all manner of interests to be suddenly uprooted,
Sufficient has been done to make it clear that no civilised nation can enslave

inferior races with impunity."

Christian "World, June ist, 1911. "THE HERO OF CONGO REFORM.
A wonderful tribute was paid to Mr. E. D. Morel on Monday at a luncheon at the

Whitehall Rooms, and not the least remarkable aspect of the tribute consisted in

the remarkably representative gathering which paid it. The Bishop of Winchester

was prevented from being present by indisposition, but he sent a sympathetic letter.

In his absence the chair was taken by Lord Cromer. and there were representatives

present from the Congo Reform Associations in Belgium, France, Germany and

Switzerland, besides prominent men of all denominations and politics in this

country. As Lord Cromer said, it was a truly remarkable gathering, and it is

doubtful whether any other non-party cause could have secured such a notable

gathering. M. Emile Vandervelde, the Socialist Member of the Belgian Parliament,

who has kept the fight going in Belgium, said that even in his country Mr. Morel
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was now beginning to he understood, and the tributes to the work accomplished by
the moving spirit of the Congo Reform Association were such as it is seldom the lot

of one man to receive. Mr. Morel was presented with a cheque for 4,000 guineas,
1,000 guineas being received in one cheque from Mr. John Holt, of Liverpool,
while the luncheon was proceeding, allowing the 3,000 guineas which it had
been intended to give to Mr. Morel to be increased to 4.000. To Mrs. Morel was

presented a beautiful jewel. Mr. William Rothenstein had painted Mr. Morel's

portrait, valued at ^100, as his contribution, and Mr. Herbert Ward had executed
a statuette of a Congo chief, valued at 250 guineas, for which he refused to be paid.

Perhaps the most striking tribute of all in the speeches was that of Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle, who said that Mr. Morel's work had taught us to see that such words
as progress, civilisation and Christianity had still some meaning in the world, and
that he had furnished in his own person the very strongest argument for that faith

to which they all clung, that somewhere and somehow there was a beneficent power
outside this world taking an interest in the affairs of men. Such a tribute from
such a quarter was one that Mr. Morel must have felt worth working for.

"Mr. Morel was admirably described by Rev. F. B. Meyer some time

ago as
' the Wilberforce of this movement,' who had led the van of the attack upon

the now shattered Congo Free State regime. Although Mr. Morel did not establish

the Congo Reform Association on what may be termed a national basis until

March, 1904, he, himself, had been actively in the arena of agitation as early as

1893. In tne train of a number of newspaper and magazine articles his book,
1 Affairs of West Africa,' was the first of a series of works which have eloquently
enforced his plea for just relations between European and native races. Especially
in the redemption of the Congo he has shown the spirit of a crusader, dauntless

amid clamour and vituperation,
' It is a hard task,' once remarked Mr. Morel :

' we are hampered in many ways, and I sometimes feel as if the odds were too

tremendous. If I only had a tithe of the funds which are lavished on the other side

we should win hands down.' When asked at a subsequent date to what he
attributed his part towards the success of the Congo Reform movement, Mr. Morel

modestly replied :
' Hard work and dogged obstinacy have been my two chief

virtues ; then I have always been careful of my facts, and been, I hope, always sane

and practicable.' Mr. Morel, it should be recorded, has never been paid a single

penny out of the Association's exchequer.

" Little does the outside world know of the strain of guiding and informing

public opinion with accuracy in regard to data presented. For years past Mr. Morel
has prepared every month the official organ of the Association, running into forty

foolscap sheets, and hardly a month passed in the thick of the fight, in 1905-6, that

Mr. Morel did not bring out a pamphlet. On one occasion he wrote three

pamphlets in quick succession, including his memorable '

Appeal to Parliament.
'

Besides these he has sent out half a dozen propaganda volumes, including
' Red

Rubber,' &c., which were the precursors of notable volumes by Sir A. Conan

Doyle, Mr. Stacpoole, and others. To these must be added a mass of corre-

spondence, controversy, interviews, councils, platform work, and the direction of

an agitation on an almost international scale. Had Mr. Morel not been gifted with
an iron constitution, an indomitable will, boundless knowledge of the question,
remarkable linguistic endowments, and a great ambition for the deliverance of the

wronged, the triumph of justice thus far obtained might have been very remote in

the Congo region. Public opinion has been the real author of the change in Congo
administration, but Mr. Morel has done more than any other man to create that

public opinion.

"Among the many lady helpers in the cause of Congo reform, in addition to

Mrs. Emmott (wife of the Deputy- Speaker), Mrs. Harris, Mrs. Morel and others,
Mrs. J. R. Green, the widow of the historian, has been an unwearied worker. Both
in the organisation of meetings and latterly in securing subscriptions for the Morel
Testimonial her services have been great. The success of Monday's function was

largely due to Mrs. Green's organising capacity, as the distinguished audience cordially

acknowledged when her name was mentioned. Mrs. Green is a resident in

Westminster."
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Baptist Times. -June 2nd, 1911. HONOURING Mr. MOREL. "LORD
CROMER, who presided at the luncheon in honour of Mr. E. D. Morel at the

Hotel Metropole on Monday, did not exaggerate when he said that such a

distinguished company could not have been gathered to pay homage to any other

man in public life to-day. For Mr. Morel has not only fought to a finish one
of the greatest fights for freedom, justice and humanity ever waged, but he has

fought it from first to last without laying himself open even to a suspicion of

interested motives. Indeed, he has given not only himself, but everything he had,
to the cause of the Congo natives.

"
Its representative character was what struck one most about the meeting.

It was a gathering not only of all parties and all creeds in this country, but of

many nations. Wherever one turned he saw some face well known in public life.

Literature was represented by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, big and burly, with a

voice of thunder, and as unlike Sherlock Holmes as possible ; Sir Gilbert Parker,

M.P., Mrs. John Richard Green, Sir Percy Bunting, Mr. St. Loe Strachey,

Anthony Hope Hawkins, Mr. Stead, and Silas Hocking. The Mayor of Birkenhead
was resplendent in his chain of office. The Churches added their tribute through
Bishop Taylor Smith, Canon Barnett, the Rev. C. Silvester Home, M.P., Dr.
Scott Lidgett, and many others too numerous to mention. Politics, the Press,

commerce, were all well represented. Other countries sent distinguished guests.

Belgium sent the eloquent Labour leader, Emile Vandervelde
;
France sent Pierre

Mille, President of ths International Congo League ; and Felicien Challaye, of

the French Congo League. Germany, Switzerland, and the United States

were all present in their representatives. Africa joined in the demonstration,
four or five ebony faces adding a picturesque touch of colour to the occasion,

and, finally, Baptists were well represented by Sir George White, M.P., the Rev.

C. E. Wilson, the Rev. J. H. Weeks, the Rev. Lawson Forfeitt, and others.

"
It was a feast of oratory as well as of the senses. M. Vandervelde is an

orator to the finger tips, and there was the personality of the man behind his

glowing phrases. But all spoke well. Perhaps the greatest tribute of all to Mr.
Mortl's character and work was Lord Cromer's admission that, at one time, he
had looked upon him with suspicion as an agitator. It was only when convinced

against his will by indisputable evidence that he added the weight of his influence

to the cause of the Congo peoples as advocated by Mr. Morel.

"
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle who made the presentation, pointed out the

singular fact that Mr. Morel had never seen the people for whom he had laboured

and they had never heard of him. He read a letter which reached him during
the luncheon, from Mr. Holt, of Liverpool, containing a cheque for .1,000, and
then he handed a jewel to Mrs. Morel and presented to Mr. Morel a fine oil

painting of himself, a bronze statue representing a Congo chief, and a cheque for

four thousand guineas.

" Mr. Morel, whom the company rose to greet, found it no easy thing to reply.

However, he soon left the treacherous ground of his own emotions and paid

generous tributes to his wife and many otheis who had helped him all through
the fight, and among whom he specially mentioned the Rev. J. H. Weeks. It

was not over quite, even yet, he reminded us. He said that the roots of the Upas
tree were still in the ground and still alive. He closed on a practical note. While
the nations of the West were considering ways and means of abolishing war among
themselves, could they not unite in a great act ofjustice to Tropical Africa ? The time

was ripe for another International Congress to stop the exploitation of the helpless

Congo natives ; to destroy the new forms of slavery devised by unscrupulous

monopolists, and to help the peoples of the Congo along the upward path of

progress, civilization, and Christianity."
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CHURCH TIMES. /< 2nd, 1911. "A large company gathered
at the Whitehall Rooms last Monday to honour a man whose deserts are

not to be questioned. There was a fine array of foreigners, including some
with black faces but with the manners and speech of English gentlefolk. These

represented Mr. Morel's clients, for he is concerned with the whole population of

tropical Africa. Circumstances have made the Congo valley the centre of his

actiivities, but he is the champion of all the races living in the compass of

the four great African rivers, which Europe is at the present time either

exploiting or guiding into civilization. Mr. Morel has made it his life-work to

see that the latter shall be the course pursued, and those dark-skinned guests
were the proof that the course is not impracticable.

"The object of the gathering was to greet Mr. Morel after his recent travels

through Nigeria, and to make him a presentation as a token of affection and respect.
For ten years he has been doing uphill work, and it was essential to success that it

should be unpaid work. He was at grips with the most astute and sinister

force in Europe ; the creator and plunderer of the Congo State would spare no

pains to thwart him ; the work depended on the confidence in his integrity

inspired by his actions ; calumny was on the watch for a slip, and his motives
must be set beyond its reach. He was therefore bound to make no personal

profit from the agitation which he carried on. He must not take even the scantiest

pay for his enormous labours ; avowedly a poor man, he had to earn his living

by other means, while devoting time and energy to the work of the Congo
Association. If proof is needed that he went through the work with clean hands
it stands in the fact that King Leopold of Belgium could find no opening for

attack. But Mr. Morel's friends were not content with this state of things.
When victory came in sight, when the arch-plotter was removed and the

long-demanded reforms became possible, when purity of aim and method
were sufficiently demonstrated, they resolved that approximate justice should

be done. The labourer who had wisely refused hire was worthy of it.

The occasion was one for a gift of money honourable alike to the givers
and to the receiver. The meeting of last Monday was convened for the

purpose of presenting Mr. Morel with a cheque for four thousand guineas,
his portrait painted without fee by Mr. Rothenstein, and a jewel for Mrs. Morel.

"The Bishop of Winchester was to have presided. Detained by sickness he
sent a glowing letter. Lord Cromer took his place, and made a speech
characteristically critical, but full of generosity.

' We are supposed to be a

practical people,' he said,
' a reputation which I am inclined to think we have

not earned.' He preferred the judgment of an intelligent foreigner, that we
are the most emotional people in Europe. This temperament needs watching,
and he himself had been on his guard against the emotions stirred by Mr. Morel.
But facts had broken down his reserve. He spoke eloquently of this young man
who had set himself, without money, without a name, with no weapon but 'a

pen that cuts like a sword,' against a solidly established iniquity. He hinted
not obscurely at the personal dangers which the campaign involved. Then he
turned to politics, speaking of the dangers of Chartered Companies. Englishmen
had been misled by the brilliant but exceptional precedent of the East India

Company. The Congo showed what the system might mean, and the British

Empire must be guarded from the taint. The short speech was remarkable ; it

seemed to be the utterance rather of the voice of Evelyn Baring than of the
Earl of Cromer.

" Thenceforward the proceedings were more personal. Mr. Vandervelde, the
chief opponent of Leopold in Belgium, addressed ' Mon cher Morel '

with a frank
directness more French than Flemish. He avowed himself both a disciple and a
convert. Mr. Emmott, Deputy-Speaker of the House of Commons, made a

speech as English as the last was French, and then went away to the duties of

his Chair. Herr Ludwig Deuss boldly grappled with the English language and
read an address from the German League for the Defence of the Congo Natives.
M. Claparede did the same on behalf of Switzerland. Two Frenchmen, M. Pierre
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Mille and M. Felicien Challaye charmed us with their native oratory, and the

latter excited us by his readiness to speak otherwise than well of the dead, and
his reference to la derniere des croisades. Mr. Fabian Ware, Editor of the

Morning Post, spoke for English journalists, and revealed the interesting fact

that the praiseworthy attitude of his paper on this question is due to the direct

initiative of Mr. Oliver Borthwick, taken just before his early death. Mr. Robert

Whyte spoke for Americans, and in particular for the missionaries of the Congo.
Mr. Silvester Home spoke for

' Free Churchmen,' humourously remarking that

there were no dissenters present. SirArthur Conan Doyle then made the presentations,
and Mr. Morel replied with manly simplicity, modestly accepting the estimate of his

work on which his fellow-labourers insisted and giving a brief outline of what
remains to be done in the form of international agreement for the direction and
control of European enterprise in Africa."

The London Signal. June 1911.
" HONOURING A REAL HERO. The

notable assemblage at the Hotel Metropole in honour of Mr. E. D. Morel, whose

magnificent championship of the Congo natives has lent moral distinction to the last

ten years, was of especial interest to our readers. We at Whitefield's know
Mr. Morel well, and we have not forgotten either the speech of Sir Arthur Conan

Doyle, who organised the Morel testimonial. The company present did all honour
to Mr. Morel's splendid work. It is hardly invidious to say that the speech of the

day was made by M. Vandervelde, the leader of the Belgian Labour party, who
fought the battle of freedom against King Leopold, and all his cruel and corrupt

way, single-handed in the Belgian Chamber. We are glad to know there were
several Whitefield's donations in the four thousand guineas presented to Mr. Morel
as a tribute of honour and love from the friends of freedom everywhere."

Christian, June %th, 1911. "AFRICA'S MILLIONS. When the story of

the Congo is written a place of honour must assuredly be found for Mr. E. D.

Morel, who almost single-handed at the first championed the cause of the natives

against the inhuman rule of Leopold II. It was to express their great admiration

for this heroic piece of work, that a distinguished company, drawn from many lands,

met in London last week, to present Mr. Morel with a substantial testimonial. Earl

Cromer affirmed that
' a more disinterested movement than that for Congo reform

had never been seen in any country in the world.' M. Vandervelde, as a Belgian,

recognised how Mr. Morel had enabled his country in some small measure to atone

for the scandals of the past. In the course of his modest reply, Mr. Morel
reminded his hearers that the problem of the native African was still awaiting its

proper solution, and he appealed to the responsible Governments to secure such a
' charter of rights

'

for the dark millions of Africa as would make for their
'

freedom,

happiness and prosperity.' Africa asks no more and Europe should grant nothing
less."

Church Family Newspaper, June znd, 1911. "THE CHAMPION
OK THE CONGO. There has never been any lack of justification for the strong
movement for reform of the Congo State, which has had its origin and centre in this

country. The reality of the scandals of misgovernment was finally recognised by the

institution of a sweeping change in administrative methods and the formal

annexation of the territory by Belgium. But much obloquy has been thrown upon
the motives of the agitation by those interested in maintaining the old abuses, and
no one has been more industriously vilified in the baser organs of the Continental

Press than Mr. E. D. Morel, the honorary secretary of the Congo Reform Association.

Mr. Morel's indefatigable zeal has been both vindicated and rewarded by the results,

and on Monday a number of his English and foreign friends and sympathisers
entertained him to lunch, with Lord Cromer in the chair, and presented him with

a number of gifts, including a cheque for 4,000 guineas. Mr. Morel has accom-

plished a noble and disinterested work, and this mark of honour is both timely and
well-merited."
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